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Mar TR. I. 21. | 
And thou ſhalt call his name JESUS, 


for he ſball ſave his People from their 
ins. 


HEN God brings his firſt be- 
= el gotten into the Word, the Holy 
6% % prepares him a Body, the 
nm Angels bring him down a Name, 
they ſing his Birth, and adore his Perſon *, 
They had no ſuch Need of him, nor In- 


* Heb.i. 6. 
* A tereſt 
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tereſt in him, as we have; and yet they 
gladly miniſter to the Heirs of Saluation, 
and to the © Author of it too. Here is one 
of them, very ſeaſonably reſcues poor Fo- 
ſeph from his Perplexity, ſcatters his Doubts 
and Fears, and makes his uneaſy Suſpicions 
give way to the joyful Expectation of the 


moſt wonderful Birth, and the moſt excel- 


lent Perſon, that ever was in the World. 
Where he ſuſpected Sin, he found a Savi- 
our from all Sin: For, while he thought on 
theſe Things, behold the Angel of the Lord 


_—_ unto him in a Dream, ſayi 


ear not, Joſeph thou Son of David, tot 
wnto thee Mary thy Wife, for that which is 
conceived of her, is of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And foe four bring forth a Son, and thou 

ſhalt call his Name 7 E SUS, for be 
2 ſave his People = their Ss ins *, 


I. We ſhall make ſome Remarks pen the 
Name it ſelt. 


U Speak to the Reaſon here given for 
- this Name; for he ſhall fave his Peo- 
ple from their Sins. And then, 


a In. Point out the Uſe that is to be made 
u or A | a m EY 


> dei be. 23. 


5 wake 


on the Name JI sus. 3 


make the Subject as practical as we 
can. i N 7 


YG @VW * 


I. To make ſome Remarks upon the 
Name JESUS. 


EF xr. It ſeems to be a perſonal Name, 
and not a Namie merely of Office, as are 
the Names of Chriſt, Meſſiah, Mediator. 

It was a Name well known, and fre- 
quently uſed among the Jews *®. The 
Book of Ecclefraſticus is called the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Jeſus, the Son of Hrac, and that 
Syrac was the Son of another Feſus ; and 
we read of one Zeſus, who was called 7uſtus, 
who was of the Circumſion >, and of Fe- 
ſus the Son of Foſedec, High - Prieſt, who 
accompanied Zerubbabel their Prince, in 
* reſtoring the People and Religion of the 
Fes, after the Captivity ; and of another 
e Jeſus, who was depos d from the Pontificat 

y Herod, to make Way for d imon ©. Wefind 
this beſt of Names upon one of the worſt 


r r 


c of Men in the Apoſtles Days; as it is now 
* worn by one of the worſt of Societies in 

ours. In the Apoſtles Days there was a Sor- 
e * The Jeu had ſeveral Prieſts that were called by 
this Name Feſus or Feſbua; it was with them a Name of 
4 ſome Oſtentation and vain Glory, as it they were the 


Saviowys of the People, and the Men of the greateſt Uſe- 
fulneſs in the World. | ; 
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cerer ſo called, in the Iſle of Paphos. They 
found a certain Sorcerer, a falſe Prophet, 
a Few, whoſe Name was Bar- Feſus, or the 
Son of Jeſus a. And in our Days, we ſee this 
Name proſtituted to denominate the vileſt 
Society of Men upon Earth; who call 
themſelves the Society of Fefus, much 
what by the ſame Figure of Speech as our late 
Mohauks called themſelves the New Re- 


formers. The Society of Jeſus -----be- 


cauſe they confound the Doctrine, debauch 
the Worſhip, and deſtroy the Worſhippers 
of Feſus! and have no more Relation to 
the Name, than as it was formerly worn by 
Bar-Feſus, the Sorcerer and falſe Prophet, 
which goes a good way in their Character b. 

F 2.Zeſus is the ſame Name with Joſpua; 
it is the Greek Name for Joſhua in the 


Hebrew, and is of the ſame Signification ©. -. 


There were two of that Name under the 
Old Teſtament, (as one obſerves) that were 
both of them illuſtrious Types of Chriſt. 
Joſpbua, who was Iſrael's Captain, at their 
firſt Settlement in Canaan, and Joſbua that 


1 711 . 


* Act. xiii 6. p 

„that Order which invenoms even Poyſon it ſelf, 
and makes the Roman Religion much- more malignant 
and turbulent than otherwiſe it would be. Chilling. Ded. 
- '* Rabbemn Haccadoſh faith, * Meſſias ſhall ſave 
Men, he ſhall be called Joſhua: But the Heathen of 
another Nation, which ſhall embrace the Belief of him, 
Hall call bis Name, Jeſus: Lightfoot's Harmony, p. 419. 
way *T%... #& Was 


JS 


& ww 
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was Iſrael's High-Prieſt, at their ſecond 
Settlement after the Captivity 2. St. re- 
pben calls the firſt Feſus. Speaking of Zoſhud's 
carrying the People of Iſrael and the Ta- 
bernacle into Canaan, He ſays, which 
(Tabernacle) our Fathers that came after 
(Moſes was dead) brought in with Jeſus, 
into the Poſſeſſion of the Gentiles, om 
God drove out before the Face 1 our Fa- 
thers b. And when the Apoſtle Paul argues 
that theſe Poſſeſſions were not all that God 
intended for them, nor all the Reſt deſign d 
from David's Exhortation, which would 
then have been needleſs: He ſays, for 1 
Jeſus (i. e.) Jolhua had given them Reſt, 
then would he not afterwards have ſpoken 
of another Day . 

Zoſpud's firſt Name was Hoſbea, (a Sa- 


- viour) or if it be ſuppos d Imperative, Lord 
ſave ; but Moſes, to confirm their Faith upon 


the Borders of Jordan, prefixed the firſt 
Syllable of the Name Jehova, and made it 
Jeboſbua, and puts it into a Conjugation, 
that imports as much as the Lord ſhall ſave. 
And Moſes called Oſhea the Son of Nun, 


* IVhich Name Feſus (adds he) wil nd deſigned in that 
Prophecy, Gen: 49. Until Shils « come, — — 
the firſt Letters of the three Hebrew words, Fabbo, 
N Velo, make up the Name JES HU. Mr. Henry 
m loc. | 

2 Ads vii, 45. * Heb. iv. 8. 


Jchoſhea, 


ol . . ä 
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Ichoſhea. The Meſſiab, who was to bear 
| the Name of Jaſbua or Feſus, has the whole 
1 of God's Name in him; God ſays, My Name 
1 is in bim*, His Name is Jebovab, aur & 
Rigbteouſneſs , and Imanuel, God with 
| AF ©, 5 | 
Of this. Change of Jo/hua's Name, it is 
obſery'd, by fome learned Men, that the © 
Fews have taken little or no Notice; and $ 
whereas they have never done with remark- a 
ing upon the Change made in the Names of 
Abraham and Sarab, they take little or no 
Notice of the Change made here, merely 
as it is thought, becauſe it does unavoida- 
bly point to the Perſon of Jeſus; of whom 
this 7c boſbua carries ſo plain a Type, both in 
his Name, and in his remarkable Actions. 
In his Name Fehoſhus, which ſignifies, © 
tbe Lord ſpall ſave; which in Proceſs of 


Time was contracted to Joſbua of Tore 


wich, omitting the laſt Letter, is Jeſbu, and 


= adding the Greek Termination, is 


Numb. xiii. 16. * Exod. xxiii. 21. * If. vii. 
14. The Prophet Zaiah ſays, the Virgin (ball call his 
ame” Immanuel, God with us; the Angel ſays, Luc. i. 

1. Thou ſhalt call bis Name Jeſus, and St. Matthew 
| 275 Ch. 21. 24; that in calling bim by that Name, 
1 the Prophecy of Tſaiab was fulfilled, as if we were to N 
| underſtand thereby, that he muſt be both, who could : 
| be enher; Immanuel, and Jeſus, God with vs, our 3 
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And in his Character and Actions, Jo- 
ſoug was an eminent Type of Chriſt. Jo- 
ſhua came in the Room of Moſes ;. So does 
Feſus, and his Goſpel ſucceed Maſess Law, 
and does that for us which the Law could not 
do, in that it was weak ogg the Fleſh. 
Joſbua fought their Battles, ſubdued their 
Enemies, and led them into the Promiſed 
Land: So docs Jeſus ſubdug all his and que 
Enemies; triumphs over Principalities and 


Powers, making 4. Show of them openty s. 


and by treading down Satan under our Feet, 
makes us mor? than thoſe Conquerors, who 
under Juſbua ſet their Feet upon the Necks 
of Kings. Joſbua went himſelf firſt into 
Canaan, before he brought the People in 
thither : So Chriſt went firſt intotheheaven- 


ly Canaan, - whither our Fecre-runner is 


enter d before, to prepare a Place for us, 


| Zoſhua, by the Sound of Rams-horns, threw 


down the Walls of Jericho: Chriſt, by the 
Faokſbneſs of preaching, throws down ſtrong. 
Holds, and ſaves them that believe. Jo- 
ſbua commanded the Sun to ffand ftill : 
Feſus's Miracles demonſtrate. all the Courſc 
of Nature to be under his Controul. Jo- 
ſoua carried the People of God into one 
Reſt: Jeſus leads his People into that Reſt, 
that remains for the People of God. Joſhua 
had his Name by a ſpecial Deſignation, 'to _ 
ſignify what he ſhould perform, vis. 2 


e 
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them from their Enemies, and bring them 


into the Promiſed Land: Jeſus had his 
Name given him by a ſpecial Appointment, . 
to ſignify that he will alſo perform to his 
People, all that, which his Name ſignifies ; 
vis. That he ſhall ſave his People from 


tbeir Sins *. 


'Tis a Name of a moſt emphatical Signi- 
fication: The neareſt Word that the Greeks 


have for it, is rh, a Saviour, a Word which 
the Latins are much at a Loſs to reach the 
Emphaſis of, by any of their own. 

The Roman Orator tells us, there is no 
ane Word in their Tongue that can do it b. 


This 


* Tho' Joſhua is not expreſly mention'd in the New 
Teſtament, as a Type of Chriſt, yet all agree he was a very 
eminent one. He bore our Saviour's Name, as did alſo 
another Type of him, Joſbua the High. Prieſt, Zech. 
vi. 11. 12. The Septuagint, giving the Name Jeſbua 2 
Greek Termination, call him all along lars, Jeſus, and ſo 
he is call'd, Acts vii. 45. Heb. iv. 8. Juſtin Martyr, one 
of the firſt Writers of the Chriſtian Church, (Dialog. 
cum Tryph.) makes that Promiſe, Exod, xxiii. 20. Mine 
Angel ſhall bring thee into the Place I have prepar d. to 


point at_Foſhva; and theſe Words, My Name is in bim, 


to refer to this, That his Name ſhould be the ſame with 


that of the Meſſiah: Ir ſignifies he ball. ſave. Joſbua 


faves God's People from the Canaanites: Our Lord faves 


them from their Sims. Chriſt, as Joſbua, is the Captain of 


anr Salvation, 'a Leader and Commander of the People, to 
tread Satan under their Feet, and to put them in Poſſeſs 
fion of the heavenly Canaan, and to give them Reſt, 
which (tis ſaid, Heb. iv. 8.) Joſbus did not. 

-- - » » Henry's Introdut. to the Book of Joſhua. _ 

Hoc quantum ft? Ita magnum, ut Latmo uno verbo 
exprimi non poſſit, is eſt Nimirum S OTE R qui 


\ 


- 


r 9 


— 4% 


: Luke ii. 21. 
” 1 — 


en the Name I ESUs. 9 
This Tord, Saviour, ) is added to the Name 
Jeſus in the New Teſtament : not only by 
Way of Explication, but of Emphaſis; of 
this Man's Seed hath God according to his 
Promiſe rais'd up a Saviour Feſus a. 

3. This Name Jeſus was given by God 


by the Miniſtration of Angels before he was 


conceived. b Not by private Fancy, as Peo- 


ple give Names to their Children according 


to their own Humour: Not by his Mother 
Mary, or his reputed Father Foſeph, in re- 
lation to whom he was born: Not by any 
Man, but by God himſelf. The God that 
knew his Nature, Temper; Office and De- 
ſigns, gave him a Name ſuitable to them all; 
it was certainly fit that no human Device 
2 have any Share in an Affair of this 

rt, | 

4. It was ſolemnly put upon him 4t his 
Circumciſion, and when Eight Days were 
accompliſh d for the Circumciſing the Child, 


his Name was called Jeſus, which was ſo 


named of the Angel, before he was con- 
ceiued in the Womb ©, It ſeems to have 


been the Cuſtom to give the Names of 
Children at their Circumciſion, but here it 
was exceeding proper; and was not without 


dedit. in Verrem Or ar. Septima. Grotius thinks the Word 
Soſpitater to be ejuſdem Originis 
Ad. Thi. 23. Lehe er: 


: A Luke i. 31. 


& Efficacia. Grot in loc. 


B We its | 
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its Myſtery and Signification. His Circum- 
ciſion was the Beginning to act a Part, ſuit- 
able to his Name; 'twas here he ſhed his 
firſt Blood, and gave Earneſt of pouring out 
the whole, to ſave his People from their 
Sins a. Our Lord in his Circumciſion en- 
ter d upon his Part, and ſuffer d thoſe Things 
that belonged to the Meaning and Deſign 
of his Name. By this, he was admitted a 
Member of the 7ewiſß Church, his own 
People, whom he came t ſeek and to ſave. 
By this, he became ſubje& to the Law of 
God; bound to its Duties, and obnoxious to 
its Penalties : By this he ſhew'd himſelf the 
Seed of Abraham, in whom all the Nations 
of the Earth were to be bleſſed. By this 
he offerd to God the Firſt Fruits of that 
precious Blood, by which the Church is 


* *Tis obſerv'd that he bled fix Times in all, in his 
Circumciſion; bloody Sweat; if that was Blood, as is com- 
monly tuppos'd : Scourging, Crowning with Thorns, Nailing 
to the Croſs, c. Piercing his Side. 

„ Early, oh my Redeemer, thou beginn'ſt to ſuffer 
« for us, and with the firſt Drops of thy Blood receivedſt 


that Name which was to be perfected in ſhedding the 


cc laſt of them, that thou mighteſt ſave thy People from 


er their Sins. Oh ſweet and amiable Name of Jeſus! 
Let every Knee bow in thee, and every Mouth pro- 
c nounce thee with Reverence; for all the ſerene Peace, 


ee and Joy, Security and Comfort, that a Creature is 


ee capable of, is wrapt up in this, that the Son of God is 
© pleas d to be called the Saviour of Men. Bonnel's Me- 
.** dit. in Luke ii. 21. with the Alteration only of one 
hp" 


bought 
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um- ; bought, and our Conſciences are pacify'd, 
fuit- and Juſtice ſatisfy'd. By this he gave carly 


his Proof of his Love to us, that he ſhed his 
out Blood for us when he was but Eight Days 
Heir old. Finally by this, he became oblig'd to 

en- do and to ſuffer, all that which was neceſſary 
ings do fill up the Import of the Name Jeſus, 
ſign that was now put upon him, as if he had 
ed a © faid, Here's my Name, Feſ#s, a Saviour, and 
wn | here's my Blood to anſwer it, and make it 
2e. good. | 
of ® 5. The Name 2 is mentioned as the 
Sto © Subſtance of the Goſpel Preaching, as com- 
the prehenſive of the whole Method of Salua- 
ions ion, Act. viii. 35, then Philip opened his 
this Mouth and began at the ſame Scripture 
that x and preached unto him Jeſus, This Preach- 
his ing Feſus, to be ſure, was not the bare Re- 
17 f petition of his Name, but the Repreſenta- 
n his tion of what that Name contain d, laying 


before the Eunuch the proper Evidence, that 
this Jeſus was the Meſſiah, the Son of God. 
So much of the Story, of the Character, Life 
and Death of Chriſt; ſo much of his'Do- 
ctrine, and of the Way of Salvation, as 
their Time would allow; and was ſuf- 
ficient to convince him and perſuade him 
to confeſs as he does in v. 37. I betzeve 
that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God. Up- 
on which Confeſſion he was baptiz d; avery 
ſhort one indeed, but comprehenſive, and 
B 2 as 
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as Bega obſerves upon that Verſe 37. [7 
contains a perſpicuous Summary of that 
Form of Confeſſion which was demanded of 
the Adult that were to be baptigs d, and 
was uſed in thoſe truly Apoſtolical Times: 
and plainly declares what it is to be bap- 
tized in the Name of Chriſt. Bez. in loc, 
6. All his other Names center in this 
Name Feſus. He had never had the Name 
Chriſt, the Anointed, but in order to be 
Feſis, the Saviour. The Names of Meſ- 
fiah, Emmanuel, Shiloh ; the & tey0prcs, 
the Mediator, all theſe Names are put on, 
for the Sake of this one, that he might be 
our Jeſus. 
7. In the Senſe of it here, and the Rea- 
fon of his wearing it, it is a Name peculiar 
to himſelf. Superſtition and Idolatry, Flat- 
tery and Ambition, have given the Name 
of Saviours, to them that were no Gods 3. 
To them that have done little Good in the 
World, but our Lord wears the Name in a 
ſublime Senſe, that none but himſelf is 
capable of, vis. becauſe be ſhall ſave his 
People from their Sins, which is the next 
to be conſider C0. 
* Dii carigs. So Æſculapius and Hygiæa or Salus were 
called, and one of the Prolemy's of Egypt was ſirnamed 


Soter, by the Rhodians, for Bread, ſaving their Lives by 
jending "them Corn in their Extremir. 
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II. The Reaſon of his Name, which is 
taken from its Signification 3 and his 
Deſigns of coming into the World, vir. 
for he ſhall ſave his People from 


their $ms*, 


* 
« 
22 
o 


Others have been called Saviours upon 

gaining a Victory; for delivering Families, 

Cities or Kingdoms, from Slavery and Mi- 

ſery. So it is ſaid, God raiſed up Saviours 

to his People Iſrael b. When Flaminius de- 

| 7 liverd the Grecians from Servitude, and 

Liberty was proclaim'd by his Order at the 
Iſthmian Games, the People cried out, 

SwT1e, Tobe, a Saviour, with ſo ſtrong 

and loud a Cry, that the Air was ſo rent 

and ſhatter'd, that Plutarch ſays, The very 

Birds fell down dead upon the Place. King 

William, our glorious Deliverer, may be 

= called a Saviour in ſuch a Senſe; when 

he came over to us, bringing one Salvation 

| along with him, and projecting many, many, 

future Salyations for us and our Poſterity ; 

= wrapt up in that moſt invaluable Bleſſing 


. 
2 5 

5 

5 


* Eum locum tota Eccleſia Omneſi; Dottores hactenut 
= fic rntellexerunt; quod nomen Jeſus idem valeat quod Ser- 
= vator: veniatq; a Themate p w] prepterea, quod ipſemet 
| = Angelus, nominis etymologia, illis ſequent (pf emm 
== 2 populum ſuum a peccatis ejus) declarat. FL lllyric. 


dg i g. 25: 


of 
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of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, that has now 
' ſo happily and wonderfully taken Place. 
The whole Nation was then under deep 
Impreſſions, We felt a great deal, but ſaw 
a great deal more coming. The Joy was ex- 
ceſſive, as the Apprehenſions before were 
dreadful. The Miſery then ſtood near, in 
full View, obvious to every Capacity. Now 
It is removed at above Thirty, Years Di- 
ſtance, it requires ſomething of good Senſe, 
Memory and Gratitude, to be affected by it; 
and theſe don't abound in the World. Men 


God turned the Captivity of our Jacob, . 


we were like Men that dreamed; and ſince 
that Time, ſome have fallen aſleep, and 
others worſe, wakeful and watching for 
Miſchief, to bring us back again into the 
fame Anguiſh that then hung upon every 
Having borrowed an Illuſtration from 
T. Flaminiuss Proclaiming Liberty to the 
Greeks, I cannot forbear tranſcribing the 
Paſſage out of Plutarch, it carries ſo lively 
an Image of our own Tranſport, at the 
Time of our great Deliverance. 


» > — 
„ 2 ** 
22 8 + 
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* The 1/hmian Games (ſays the Hiſto- 4 


 rian in Vita T. Flaminii) were now re- 


© newed, and Multitudes ſat crowded in 
« the Theatre to ſee the Exerciſes ; for 


« Greece, who, of late Days, not only found 


* Reſpite from War, and was in full Poſ- 


23 4 ſeſſion 


c&c celebrating, Silence was commanded by 
e ping forth amidſt the SpeQators, makes 


& and Titus Quintus, the Proconſular Ge- 
2 © neral having vanquiſhed King Philip, and 
e the Macedonians, reſtor d the Corinthians, 
& Locrians, Phocæans, Eubeans, Achaians, 
Pthiotæans, Magnetians, Theſſalians, 


„ Buſtle and Stir there was in the Theatre, 
„ ſome wondering, ſome asking, ſome cal- 
A ling out to the Cryer; Repeat that again, 
t © repeat that again. Wherefore freſh Si- 
= © lence was made; the Cryer raiſing his 
Voice, his Speech more ceaſily — 5 

e the Ears of the Company : the Shout, 
« which in the  Extaſy of Joy they gave, 
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« ſeſſion of Peace, but entertain d farther 
<« Hopes of regaining their Liberty too, 
« made Holiday for it; as theſe were in 


«© Sound of Trumpet; and the Cryer, ſtep- 


ce Proclamation, that the Roman Senate, 


% and Parrebians, to their own Country 
« Laws and Liberty; took of all Impoſi- 
« tions upon them, and withdrew their 
« Garriſons thence, At the firſt, many 
« heard not at all, and others not diſtinct- 
« Iy what was aid; but an odd Kind of 


ce was ſo incredibly great, that twas heard 
« to the Sea. The People all jump upon 
* their Legs, there was no farther Regard 
to the Diverſions they came for, but all 


G fell a leaping and dancing, and hugging 
| ** ONE 
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et one another; and all ſalute Titus with 
« the Title of Saviour and Defender of 


« Greece”, But theſe were only temporal 


Salvations, and Saviours ſubordinate to the 


great Zeſis, and the ' Adminiſtration of his 


Kingdom. It is Jeſus that ſaves by theſe, 
and is a Saviour by his own Power and 
Merit, in a Senſe that carries an infinite 


Emphaſis and Sweetneſs in it beyond all 


theſe; as will appear if we conſider the 


Nature of his d and the Manner 


of his effecting it. 

Fr. The Nature of this SaFvation, which 
is from in and Satan, from the Wrath 
of God, unto Heaven and Happineſs, - 
1. It is a Salvation from Sin. As there 
is an whole Hell in the Conſequence of Sin, 
which brought in all the Miſeries of this 
Life, opend the Mouth of the Grave and 
Hell to us; fo there is an whole Goſpel in 
the Name Jeſus, and an whole Heaven in- 
cluded in Salvation by him. He faves 
from the Gnuzlz of Sin, that it ſhould not 
condem ; from the Dominion of Sin, that it 
ſhould no longer reigu in our mortal Bodies; 
nor dominecr in our Heart, Affections and 
Lives; to bid us go, and we go, come, and we 
come; to think, ſpeak and act, as Sin 
would have us, And we do it. He ſaves 
from what is called the Filth of Sin, as it is 


ſomething that renders us unlovely and odious 


— 
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is the ſecond Thing to be taken Notice of. 


1 


1 * „ 

that tormenting Senſe of Sin which often 
makes a Man a Terror to himſelf, and a 
Pity to others; and is an Inſtance how 


Grave, yet ſo far from the Evil of both, as 


16 and I can tell you better what the 


Dread of that Wrath of God muſt be the 
Lovelineſs of that Jeſus who delivers us from 


42 C2 it. 
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in the Sight of God; unqualifies for pure 
and ſpiritual Company, and is the abominable 
Thing that his Joul abhors, and unfits for 
his Preſence and Enjoyment. He faves us 
from the formenting Senſe of Sin, that it 
may not terrify, diſturb and pain the Con- 
ſcience, to the Deſtruction of inward Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. He ſaves from 


dreadful a Thing it is to fall into the 
Hands 7 a Living God. For being fuſti- 
fied by Faith, we have Peace with God. 
He faves from the deſtructive Conſequences 
of Sin, tho' not from the Miſeries of this 
Life intirely, nor the Diſhonours of the 


to turn them into Gain, and makes them the 
Means of oureſcaping God's Wrath ; which 


2. He faves us from the Wrath of God. 
Even Feſus who delivers us from Wrath 
to come a, Tell me what the Wrath of God 


Sweetneſs of this Name Jeſus is. Even as 
thy Fear is ſo thy Math. According to our 


* 1 Thel. i. 10. 
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it. Much more (lays the Apoſtle) bring 
now juſtified by bis Blood, we ſball be 


ſaved from Wrath to come a. 


3. This Salvation is not merely negative, 
from Sin and the Wrath of God, but of a 
poſitive Nature, he ſaves unto Heaven, un- 
to Happineſs. 

To God my chicf Good, my laſt End ; 
my only Portion; my Sovereign Lord. To 
Hca ven, my better Paradiſe than that from 
which Sin baniſhed my firſt Father and all 


his Family. To Heaven, the Palace of the 


eternal King; of which Sin had made me 


incapable. To ſay all that I can ſay in the 


leaſt Compaſs that I can, it includes the En- 


joyment of God and all his Perfections; the 
Hoh Spirit with all his Graces, Jeſus Chriſt 


in all his Offices, and with all his Benefits; 


the Goſpel with all its Promiſes; the Cove- 


nant of Grace with all its Privileges; Heaven 


with all its Glories; and an Eternity of all. 
This is compleat, and great; a compleat 
Salvation, - be is able to ſave to the utmoſt; 
and a great Salvation, how ſhall we eſcape 
F we neglect ſo great Salvation. It muſt 
needs be, that my Happineſs conſiſts in Like- 
neſs to God, and Enjoyment of him. With- 
out Likeneſs there could be no Enjoyment. 
Where there is no Similitude of Temper 


Rom. v. 9. 


and 
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and Diſpoſition, there can be no more 
Pleaſure, than there can be, where there is 
no Agreement between the Object and the 
Faculty. This Evidence ariſes from the Na- 
ture of the Thing; but there is another Proof 
from two ſuch Teſtimonies as cannot be 
gainſaid. The one Witneſs is the Holy 
Ghoſt, Beloved, now are we the Sons of 
God, and it does not (yet fully) appear 
what we ſhall be, but this we know that 


when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for 


we ſhall ſee him as he is *. (i. e.) we don't 
know at preſent the particular Circumſtan- 
ces of our Felicity; but this we know in 
the general, that it is to conſiſt in a Like- 
neſs to God. The other Teſtimony is that 
of the Devil himſelf, when he tempted our 
firſt Parents, with that, Ze ſhall be hike Gods, 
which he would never have made uſe of, if 
it had not been a receivd Notion with 
them, and a Thing allow'd by him, that to 
be liłe God, was the moſt tempting Thing 
in the World. It's that which fits for, and * 
aſſures us of the Enjoyment of God. | As 
for me, I ſhall behold thy Face in Righte- 
ouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfy d when I awake 
in thy Likeneſs b. Likeneſs and Enjoy- 
ment make up the Pſalmiſt's Satisfaction. 
Likeneſs is a great Part of our Happineſs in 


1 Joh. iii. 2. o Pal. xvii. 15. o 
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it ſelf, our ſubjeQive Happineſs ; and a 
Diſpoſition or Qualification „ fo behold his 
Face, (i. e.) enjoy him according to our 
Meaſures of receiving, and his Manner of 
communicating himſelf to us, 

F 2. The Way and Manner by which Je- 
ſus ſaves his People from their Sins. 

In the general thus. He ſaves us from the 
Guilt of Sin, by uſt Hing us freely by his 
Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt Feſus. From the Power and Pomi- 
nion of Sin, by teaching us to deny all Un- 


godlineſs and wordly Luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly 25 gbaly, in this evil 


World. From the Filth and Stain of Sin, 
by tbe waſhing of Regeneration, and the 
renetPal of the Holy Ghoſt ; and ſanttify- 
ing us throughout in Body, Soul and Spirit. 


From the tormenting Senſe of Sin, by ſprink. 


lang our Conſciences from dead WW pk. E- 
videncing our Intereſt in his attoning Sa- 
crifice, From the Conſequences of Sin, by 


ſuffering for us, the Fuſt for the Unjuft, 


that he might bring us to God, and dili ver 


ws from Wrath to come; and at length from 


the very Being of Sin, by preſenting us per- 


fett and without Blame before him in Love, 


and without = or Wrmkle, or any yo 
Thing. 
From all theſe Evils, and unto the Enjoy- 


ment of an — that begins here N 
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this Life, in a juſtified State, an holy Nature; 
Communion with God, Peace of Conſcience, 


* and Joy inthe Holy Ghoſt: and is compleated 
gradually hereafter. Firſt, the departed Soul 


enters the Happineſs of the ſeparate State; 
4 then Soul and Body united, fitted more for 
one another, and both for God, do for ever 

4 take Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom prepared 


| Fs them from the Foundation of the 
Moria. 


But to be a little more particular. 
1. He has meritorzouſly procur d and ob- 


[ tain'd for us this Salvation. It coſt him 
N dear to put on this Name, and be called 


2 
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125 s. It coſt him his Life and Blood. 
* He had before many great and glotious Names. 


© The Name Febovah was in Him. The won. 
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der ful Counſellor, the everlaſiing Father, 
the Prince of Peace, the mighty God, the 


= Wiſdom that dwelt with Prudence, the 


1 
1 
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9 
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Y | Word that was with God, and was God. 


He had the Worſhip of Angels, and Glory 


Wo with! che Farber before the World began. 


l 
= 


But if he will wear the Name Jeſus among 


7% 


the reſt, he muſt pay for it; and he did fo. 
| The Price of his moſt precious Blood as of 
a Lamb without Spot, and ſo he became 
our Saviour; at the fame Price by which he 
bought our Souls, and Heaven for them, he 
bought this Name for himſelf. God ſent 


Ms ow into the World, that the World 
throuzb 
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through him might be ſaved *®. If while 
we were Enemies, we were reconciled by his 
Death, how much more being now recon- 
ciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his Liſeb. 

2. He doctrinally ſhews his People the 
Way of this Salvation, as the great Prophet 
of the Church, revealing to us, by his Word 
and Spirit, the Will and Way of God for 
our Salvation. ; 

This he did in his own Perſon, when he 
went about teaching and preaching the 


Kingdom of God. After that, by the A. 


poſties, he ſent forth, teaching 1 obſerve 
whatſoever he had commanded. Who were 
the Servants of the moſt high God, who 


ew unto us the Way of Salvation ©. And 


afterward by his Miniſters, who preach the 


ame Faith in Chriſt, Repentance toward 
God, and Holineſs of Heart and Life, with- 


out which no Man fhall ſee the Lord. 

Feſus hath the Words of eternal Life. 
No Man hath ſeen God at any Time, the 
only begotten Son, whos in the Boſom of the 
Father he hath declared him d. He who was 
one with him, entirely beloved by him, 


Will, and therefore qualified beyond all to 


_ acquainted with all his Councils, and 
: reveal fo much of the Nature, Mind and 


Will of God, as was neceſſary to our Sal- 


Joh. iii. 17. Rom. v. 10. Acts xvi, 17. 4 Joh. 1.18. 
vation. 
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le vation. He hath declared him, ſo as he was 
never before declared. He hath declared 
- * the Nature of the Happineſs, the Way to it, 


and ſo brought Life and Immortality to 
1 Ligbt by the Goſpet. 

. He docs efficaciouſly begin, and carry 
d on, and perfect the Work of this Salvation 
in our Souls. 
* When he makes his Word the Power of 
We 6G 0 to Salvation. When the Arm of the 
% X Lord is made bare, the Report of the Lord 
7 is believed. When Light and Knowledge 
VE IF break in upon the Mind. and Conviction 
re bears in upon the Conſcience and Judg- 
% ment; Conviction of the Evil of Sin, and 
1d the Terrors of the Lord; of the Neceſſity 
he of Chriſt; of the Excellency of Holineſs: 
rd F when Faith which is the Gif# of God, and 
comes by hearing, opens its Eye upon invi- 

ſible Things, and lets fall from it at the 
'e. ſame Time a Tear of godly Sorrow, which 
leadeth to Repentance; mourning over, 
and turning from Sin, to Newneſs of Life: 
Then it is, thoſe Words are fulfilled, Awake 
= thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe om the Dead, 
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nd and Grit 6 27 give ks te. The Night 
to of 3 1 and Sin is over, and we be- 
nd come the Children of that Day; which 


from the firſt Dawn of it ſoines more and 
more-until the perfect, the eternal Day. 


4. Jeſus 
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4. Jeſus actually confers Salvation upon 


| his People, and ger it compleat. 


It is from his Hand they muſt receive their 
Crown, becauſe by his Blood *twas bought; 
Be thou faithful unto the Death, I will 
give thee a Crown of Life. As Foſhua, 

is Name-ſake, and Type, actually led his 


People into Canaan, and gave them every 


one their Inheritance by Lot; fo will the 
Lord Jeſus give to eyery one according to 
his Lot. As thou haſt given him Power over 
all Fleſh, that be ſhould give eternal Life 
10 as Many as thou haſt Siven him . 


U. Some practical Uſe of all this. 

It is faid in the Song of Solomon, Thy 
N ame 1s ag Ointment poured forth, therefore 
do the Virgins love thee b. Precious Oint- 
ment wasin Uſe among the Eaftern People, 
for Medicinal Purpoſes, as well as to give a 
Beauty and Luſtre to the Countenance. Their 
Riches did alſo conſiſt in ſweet Oyls and 
coſtly Perfumes; and when they were pour d 


a lovely Fragrancy all around. This is the 
great Name, of which the Compariſon is 


made; and how well the Name 7 E SUS 3 


anfwers, to all that is healing, inriching, 
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beaurifying or reſtoring, we have already L 


I ſeen 
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out, either for Uſe or Payment, they diffuſed C 
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oy in Part; and ſhall ſee a little further in 
9 ſe that is to be made of it, by Way 
4 — — and Exhortation ; and fuſt by 
Way of Inference. 

1. How much was his Heart fot upon 
Z our Salvation. And how great an Account 
he made of it, ſince he puts it into his 
Name: 

® It muſt be ſomething a Perſon values him. 
© ſelf upon, and glories in, that is work d up 
into his Name. Sometimes the noble Acti- 
ons of Anceſtors; ſometimes the eminent 
Qualities that diſtinguiſh their own Cha- 
racter; theſe are —_—_ d in Coats of Arms, 
drawn in Paintings, artfully woven into 
Hangings, or added to the Name, and made 
a Part of the royal Stile and State of the 
Perſon, in perpetuam rei memoriam. Sal- 
vation is woven into the Name and Stile of 
our Soyereign Lord FESUS; to ſhew 
What it is his Heart was ſet upon; what he 
XX aims at, and glories in. With this Name hg 
came into the World. With this he went 
through it. With this he went out of it; 
and with this he lives above, and bears it 
about him always; not ſo much a Mementa 
to himſelf, as a Pledge to us, of the Buſt: 
neſs he came down, and went up for, vis; 
fo fave is People from their Sins. | 
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2. We obſerve the different Genius and 
Deſign of his Name, and of ſome other 
great Names in the World. | 4 

When a great Prince is born into this 
World, he utually takes his Name from ſome 
Province or Principality. After that, they 
either take to themſelves, or Flattery aſcribes 
to them, the additional Titles of Excellence, 
Highneſs, or the Great, as Alexander the 
Great, Pompey the Great: but when the 
God, that made all Worlds, put on the Na- 

ture of Man, and the Name F E SUS, he 

had not one Foot of Land to take a Deno- 
mination from, as he was the Man Zeſus: 
for though the Earth was the Lord's, and 
the Fulneſ# thereof, yet the Son of Man 
had not Where to lay his Head. | 

Some have taken their Names from the 
Devaſtation and Ruin they have carried 
with them where-ever they went, From the 
Defolation of Provinces ; the overturning 
of Kingdoms and Empires. Scipio takes 
the Name, Africanus, from the Havock he 
made in Africa. And another Scipio is call d 
Alaticus, from the like Doings in Aſia 
Germanicus another, from his Exploits i 
Germany. Theſe Men carried the Blood 
and Ruin of Thouſands in their formidable 
Names. But when the Lord Jeſus comes 
into the World (no mean Perſon neither, 
for the Angel faid of him, He Hall be g 
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and 
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and ſpall be called the Som of the Higheſt, 


/ 3 in Order to inſpire him with Com- 
paſſi 
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and the Lord ſhall give unto him the 
Throne of his Father *David). What's the \ 
Name this great Perſon fits on to himſelf? 
Whence does he take his Name? Does he 
borrow it from the Deſtruction of the Fal- 
len Angels? Or from the final Victory he 
will obtain over all his Enemies, that would 
not that he ſhould reign over them? 
No, but from ſomething that lay nearer his 
Heart than all this, The Salvation of his 
People from therr Sins. | 

What Themiſtius ſaid once to Valens, the 


7 ( 
q 


. ˙1VõCo eee 
— — 


on towards a City, that had fo highly in- 
curr'd his Diſpleaſure, that he was reſolvd it 
ſhould- be deſtroy'd : How much more excel- 
lent, great Prince, is it, that you ſhould 
derive your Name from a People that you 
have ſhores, than from a People that you 
have deſtroy d? Is here infinitely out-done : 
For “ Bleſſed F ESUS, how much more 
excellent is thy Name, which thou haſt 
ce deriv'd from a People thou haſt ſav d, rather 
« than from a People thou couldſt fo eaſily 
« deſtroy? A Name like thy ſelf, all Sweet- 
« nels, Goodnels and Love; it carries no 
* Blood in it but thine own, ſhed in Or- 
« der to accompliſh the Salvation it imports”. 
3. The Good or Hui that is merely tem- 
Fural, is of a Conſid--ation iHuitely below 
D 2 that 
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that which i is eternal. When we conſider 
that it is Salvation from our Sins that he 
has put into his Name; when we conſider 
that his Doctrine and Example, his Labours 
and Sufferings, do all conſpire towards this, 
as their main End; the planting the Divine 
Nature in the World, and rooting out Sin; 
the Inference is plain, that planting the 
World with Holineſs, and ſaving from Sin, 
Was an Undertaking moſt worthy of his In- 
carnation, . * The Jeu vainly expected 
« that he ſhould have built them up into a 
© moſt glorious Empire, and ſecur d to them 
tc theEnjoyments, Honours and Pleaſures of 
i * this Life. But ſince the great and humble 
Wo *© Feſis delpis'd that, as a trifling Deſign in 
vi Comparing of this, it manifeſtly appears, 

| 

| 


r that ſaving from Sin, and planting Holi- 
te neſs in the World, is above all the Ro- 

& mantick Gallantry of ambitious Spirits. 
Is be good, is more than to be great. 
= © To deſpile the World, is more than to 
conquer it with Arms. To ſubdue the 
© Fleſh, is more than to careſs it with all 
te the Flattery of Luxury and Greatneſs. To 
& know God, and obey his Will, is greater 
* Honour, than to command the Tides and 
* Fortunes of Mankind 2.“ 
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= 4. We ought to obſerve, how he acted 
= ap to the full Meaning of his Name, to 2 
= quicken us to act up to our Expectation 
From it. Salvation is in his Name. Tem- 
4 poral Salvation comes out of it ſometimes s 
as often as it is neceſſary to the ſpiritual and 
eternal. 
9 Whenever he ſaid, ariſe and wall, and 
healed the Body; whenever he ſaid, 2h. Sins 
ee forgiven, and may 4 the On and when 
She ſaid, deliver him down to 
} © the Pit, I have found a 1 he is act 
1 ing up to the Name FESUS, and ex- 
3 pounding upon his own Name. 
Lord, remember me, ſays the Penitent 
Thief, when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. 
One of the ancient Writers addreſſes that Pe- 
= ritioner after this Manner, Whence did 
* thou know that That ſame Perſon, that 
died in thy Company, and paſs d for a 
„ Malefactor like thy ſelf ; how didſt thou 
F< know that he was thy Lord and Sa- 
„ viow ?” And he makes him anſwer thus; 
* Oh, ſays he, I could diſcery it by the 
= < very Teſtimony of his Enemies. Thoſe 
= © Words, which they flung upon him in 
9 Reproach, He ſaved others; himſelf he 
cannot ſave, this looks ſo like a Saviour 
% 10 ſave others by giving up humſelf'! 
«© That he ſaved not himſelf, was not for 
” : "As of Powers for then he could not 
cc have 
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30 A Diſcourſe . 
'* have ſaved others; but for this Cauſe he 4 
« would not fave himſelf, that he might A 
„ ſave others 2.“ | '" 

So when Pilate gave this Teſtimony to 


our Lord, find u Cauſe of Death in 


this Man; St. Ambroſe has this Remark 4 


upon it: © Alas] (ſays he) there was in- 
<« deed no Cauſe of Death in the Man; 
* for bewas innocent: But there was Cauſe © 


« of Death in his Name; which, he muſt 


die, in order to make good”. His Name J 
FESUYS upon the Crois, was a Certifi- 


cate of the Cauſe, End and Deſign of his 
Death. 4 
The Inſcription over a Malefactor uſual- 3 
ly ſignifies what he has done; that over our 


Saviour fignified what he muſt do; viz. i 
fave his People from their Sins; as a Sa- 
crifice, © Therefore you are miſtaken, Oh 
« ze Jews, (continues he) when you ſaid, I 
« Let him come down from the Croſs ans 
« wwe will believe. Had he come down, 
« he would have left his Name F ESUS % 


« behind him, and we ſhould have had 
% Reaſon to have inverted the Argument, 
* and to have ſaid, He hath ſaved him- 
«* ſelf, and therefore he cannot fave us, i 
% and we will not believe in him. You 
e ſhould rather have ſaid, If he te tl e King 
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, Iſtael, let him die for Iſrael. If he 
be the Son of God, let him die for the 
e People of God. If he be indeed the J E- 
= « SUS, let him not deſert his Name. 
= < [deo nomen non deſeruiſti tuum 
| He would not abandon his Character. 
No, that Inſcription was written in Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew; three Languages, that 
= would then have gone over all the World; 
= as if deſign'd to expreſs that he died to ſave 
cout of all Kindreds,Tongues and People. In 
a2 Word, had he come down from the Croſs 
= and. ſaved himſelf, he might have been our 


Lord, or any other Name, becoming fo great 
X a Perſon, but JES US, in the Senſe of the 
Text, he could not be. 
In the next Place, theſe Conſiderations on 
the Name Jcſus will give a proper Occaſion 
for ſome Exhortations. As, 
1. Let us act wp to our Expettations from 
A this Name. 
X You all know what you expect from 
ESUS ------Satvation from your Sins 
hen let us act like thoſe who expect to be 
| ſaved from their Sins, and not as if we 
hoped to be ſaved in them. Don't let us. 
expect that from the Name, which Chriſt © 
never put into it, nor deſign'd ſhould ever 
come out of it. Jeſhe is a ſweet Name 
(days one) but Men don't love it ſhould be 
CORD 
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LORD FESUS. Grate be withall 
them that luue our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST. in Siicerity . Amen. They 
will not have him as God offers him, to be 
a Prince and a Saviour. They divide what 
God has join'd, the King and the Prieſt. 


They divide here too: They would be con- 


tent to have ſome of their Sins deſtroy'd ; 
but they cannot leave the Lap of Dalilab, 
nor divorce the beloved Herodias. They 
cannot be cruel to a Right-Eye, nor to a 
Right-Hand. If the Lord will but pardon” 
them in this Thing, he ſhall be their J E- 
SUS too, for all the reſt. But what if 
Jeſus and you part upon this? Will you give 
up your Intereſt in this dear Name, for any 
one Luſt in the World? No, fall out with 
it, mourn over it, turn from it, withdraw 
from every Occaſion of it. Do they, Who 
expect or deſire to be ſaved from the Plague, 
do they frequent the Pcſt-houſe ? Do they, 
who deſire to be ſaved from falling, dance 


and play careleſly upon the Edge of the Pre- 


cipice? Do they, who expect or gelire to be 
ſaxed from Sin, lead themſelves into Teinp- 
2, Look to your Intereſt in this dear” 


* 


Nate, and in all the Ii port of it. 


Audi let me enquire of my ſelit; 
— 2 SS as 19 4 28 >. 
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on the Name Jesus. 33 
Do I love him above all Things, ſo as that 
for his Sake; and in Compariſon of Him, 
all Things elſe are counted as Droſs 4 
Dung ? Happy they, who to — 
can anſwer with the Apoſtle Paul, yea, 
doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, 


for the Excellency of the Knouledge of 


Chriſt FESUS my Lord, for whom I 
have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and 
do count them but *Dung that I may win 


Chriſt a 


Do you think, that he by himſelf, alone, 
can make you happy without the Things of 
this World ? If God ſhould ſtrip you of 
every Thing elſe, Hong the Fig-Tree ſhould 
not bloſſom, neither Fruit ſhould be in the 
Vines. Though the Labour of the Olive 
ſhould fail, and the Ficlds ſhould yield no 
Meat, Though the Flock ſhould be tut off 
from the Fold, and there ſhould be. no Herd 
in the Stalls, yet will you rejoyce in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of your Sal a- 
tion? Though there ſhould be a total Fai- 
lure of all Creature Comforts, yet could 1 
rejoyce in FESUS, who will never fail 
me, never leave me, nor forſake me? The 
Lord God is my Strength, and he will 
make my Feet like Hinds Feet, ard will 
male me walk upon mine high Places. 


| Phil. it. $ 
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v. 19. to the chief Singer on my ſtringed In- 
ſtrument, Q. D. as a Teſtimony of Joy in M v 
God, even though I ſhould be ſo reduced, I 
appoint the chief Maſter of Muſick, to ſet 
Ui this Prayer to a Tune fit for my ſtringed In- 
| ftruments a. The Lord is my Portion ſaith 
| my Soul, therefore will I truſt in him. And 
i becauſe he is fo, I will account the Lines 
| i to have fallen to me in pleaſant Places, and 
[| that I have a goodly Heritage. 
"4 But ſays the carnal Mind, will an Intereſt XX 
in this Jeſus quench my Thirſt, when I'm 
j dry? Will it cloath my naked Children, or *' 
M go to Market for them, and fetch Home 1 
j Proviſion? I anſwer, Is it more likely that all 
this ſhould be done without an Intereſt in 
him? By throwing off Regard to him, who 
0 has all Hearts and Ways of Men, in his 
i Hand; and thereby forfeiting his Regards 
= to thee? Ianſwer again, that it may be, an 
| Intereſt in this Jeſus may do all. this for thee; 
becauſe it does intercſt thee in thoſe Pro- 
miſes which are ſaid to belong to Godlineſs, 
and Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of this 
Lifeas well as that which is to come. But 
I anſwer further, That whether it do all this 
Ill or not, it will do ſomething better and great- 
= <r; as much better and greater as Heaven is, 
in Compariſon of Earth; the Soul, than the 
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Body; and Eternity than Time: If God 
will either provide for us in this World, or 
take us out of it to Heaven, we have no 
Harm done us. 

But further ſtill, nothing can ſuffice with- 
out this. Give the Soul Riches, Pleaſures, 
Honours, they will not ſatisfy. It languiſhes 
after FESUS. You muft give him Jeſus 
or elſe he dies. Riches, without him, are a 
Snare; the Proſperity of the Fool that 
deſtroys. Beauty, without this, is an alluring 
Varniſh thrown over Poyſon and Death. 
Honours are but an Elevation to a greater 
Height, in order to the deeper Fall. To 
return to the Queſtion. Is our Heart with 
him? How can we ſay we love him, if our 
Heart be not with him? Do we love to 
think of him: Are we uneaſy without 
him? When he is withdrawn, are we un- 
quiet and reſtleſs, till he return*to us again? 
Are we afraid to offend him, and ſorry when 
we have done ſo? Do we mourn atter the 
Lord, if he hides his Face? and are reſtleſs 
till we have found him, whom our Souls 
love? Do we long to ſee him, meet him, 
and be with him? Lo 

This Enquiry. will concern two Sorts of 
Perſons, k 

I. Firſt, thoſe who have not as yer" an 
| Intereſt in this Name, and the bleſſed Means 
ing of it. Let me repreſent a few Things 

. E 2 to 


1 
"- 


36 A Diſcourſe 
to you, to co-operate. with the Deſign of 
JESUS in taking that Name upon him. 
As thus, 

It's better to know that you have not an 
Intereſt in him, whilſt it may be had, than 
to go on in the Ignorance of your Condition ; 
it's better to find out our Wants while they 
may be ſupply d, than to let the Matter run 
on till it is too late. You may have an In- 
tereſt in the ſaving Import of this Name, as 
freely as others, He ball ſave his Peo- 

4. Vou may be his People, as well as any 
that are called ſo. They, who are now his 
People, were once, Lo ammi, were not his 
People. You, who are not now, may be ſo. 
You are undone, if you are not. For there is 
no other Name given under Heaven, where- 
| by you can be ſaved. Nor any other Way 
of your being ſaved by that Name, but 7 

becoming his People; for that Name carries 
= in it, Salvation to his People. He ſhall 
11 fave his People from their Sins. And be- 
= Hides, all the other Names, he wears, will ſig- 
& nify nothing to you, without this; nothing 
chat you can take any Comfort in. They 
will all be againſt you, and this Name too 
will be againſt you, if it be not for you, 
if you negleci ſo great Salvation. | 
2. To thoſe who find. they have an In. 
tereſt in this bleſſed SE I hays a few 


Thiogs 1 to ſay, and a _ 
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on the Name Jssus, 37 
In the firſt Place, make wſ# of this Name 


| with God. You have frequent Buſineſs at 


the Court above, unleſs, you are prayerleſs 
Perſons. You have Suits there depending, 
about Mercy and Grace. Whoſe Name or In- 
tereſt can you uſe but this of JESUS? It 
is with a Mixture of Pity and Indignation 
that we hear the poor deluded Papiſt cry- 
ing out, Oh! holy Mary, Mother of God, 


. pray for us. Oh, Sancte Paule, &c. Ora 
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ro nobis &c. Saint Paul, Saint Peter, &c. 
and to all the reſt of the Saints, upon their 
Liſt, pray for us, As if the Names of 
Mary, St. Peter, and St. Paul, or a thou- 
ſand other Names, had any Thing in them 


like the Name JESUS. May not our 


Lord Jeſus expoſtulate with theſe People, 
and ſay, © What did I come down, and 
put on this Name for? Did I put Salva- 
ce tion into my Name, to have others fought 
c unto for the Salvation it contains? Have I 


not told you, there is one Mediator between 


. Gad and Man, the Man Chriſt FESUS? 


Have I not told you, that this is a Name 


== < above every Name, and that in this Name o 


e FESUS every Knee ſhall bot? Have I not 
told you, that whatſoever you do, you muſt 
« do all in the Name of the Lord FESUS? 


XX < 1s this Office conferred on the King's Son, 


and do you go to the King's Servants ? 
3+ ex ho Have 
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* Havel not told you, that whatever you 
r ask in my Name, you. ſball receive? 
And by referring all along to my own 
* Name, doI not plainly diſallow the Uſe 
* of any other Names? 

« Again, 


After the mention of ſuch plain Scriptures as theſe, 
with what Indignation muſt a Chriſtian read the Story of 
Tracy and Brown, who by the Convocation in 1531. 
were proſecuted even after Death, for taking no Notice 
of other Mediators, beſides Feſus Chriſt, the only Media- 
tor between God and Man. Take the Story in the Words 
of Biſbop Burnet's Hiſt. Ref. V. 3. p. 76. 

« The firſt Motion, made by the Lower-Houſe, was 
« concerning Tracy's Teſtament; who had left his Soul 
«« to God through Jeſus Chriſt, to whoſe Interceſſion 
« alone he truſted, without the Help of any other Saint 
«« therefore he left no part of his Goods to any 
« that ſhould pray for his Soul. This touching the 
c Clergy very ſenſibly, they begun with it, and a Com- 
« miſſion was given for raiſing his Body”. 

« In the following Seſſion, the Prolocutor complain'd 
« of another Teſtament, made by one Brown of Bri- 
« fol, in the ſame Strain. So to four the Spreading, 
« of ſuch an Example, it was orderd that Tracy's Bod 
cc ſhould be dug up and burat”, | | 

This was done, to be ſure, in the Name of Jeſus, as 
there are many Things done in his Name, directly againſt 
his Will and his Commands. Mankind was very excu- 
ſable in Compariſon, for finding out other Mediators, 
before God had declared to the World that he had ap- 
pointed, his Sox to be our only Advocate and Interceſſor ; 


— 


but for thoſe who own his Mediatorſhip, to make choice 


of others belides him, is to call in Queſtion the Wiſdom 
of the Father, or the Sufficiency, Intereſt, or Kindneſs 
at the Son. For if God hath appointed him for this 
End, and he be able to go through his Work, and wil- 
ling co help all that addreſs themſelves to him; what need 
tO 
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on the Name Jxsus. 39 
Again, uſc this Name with 7 E SUN 


himlelt Go to him and ſay, Oh! ] E- 


SUS, Iam a poor Sinner. Iam come 
where thou haſt bid me come, and where 
thy Name invites me to come. I bring 
along with me thy dear Name, JESUS, 
A Name thou haſt given out on purpoſe 
to encourage our Pleas upon it, like fo 
many Bills of Credit to be drawn upon 
the Riches of Grace, contain'd in that 
Name. Does it not import Salvation 
from my Sins alſo? Thou that wouldſt 
not leave thy Name upon a Croſs, wilt 
thou flight it upon a Throne? A Throne 
of Grace, when it is duly pleaded be- 
fore thee ? No, it ſhall never be ſaid that 
any Petition was in a due Manner pre- 
ſented in that Name, that thou didſt not 
anſwer. For thy Name's Sake therefore, 
for the Credit of thy Name JESUS, 
ſave me from my Sins”. 


Further, Uſe this Name, FESUS,; 


with others. Let me uſc this Name wither 


you, as the Apoſtle did to the Theſſalonians, 


we beſeech you Brethren, and exhort you 


to call in other Aſſiſtants? Yea, what a Diſhonour is it 
for him to ſtand by, and Application be made to them 
I that Office, which he was appointed alone co diſ- 


2 "gon of the Nature of Superſtition. © b 


e Tbeſſ i, as — 2 Acts iv. 30, 


40 A Diſcourſe 

by the Lord FESUS, that as you haves 
received of us, how. you ought to walk, ſo 
nau would abound more and more. 


Once more, uſe it with your ſe/ves. Try j 


what it will do againſt Sin and Satan. It 
will not indeed work like a Charm, but it 
is certain there are Charms in it, that a good 
Soul cannot caſily reſiſt. While 1 ſay with 
my ſelf, upon Occaſion of Sin or Tempta- 
tion ; © Is this, oh my Soul, is this worthy 


«< of that dear Name ] ſhelter my felf under? 3 


<«. Is this ſuitable to the Intereſt I claim in it, 
« and the Expectation I have from it?” 

The Name JESUS ® has done Won- 
ders in Time paſt. In the Apoſtles Days 
many Signs and Wonders were done by 
And after their Days for ſome Time in the 
Primitive Church; Me call Feſus our Helper 
and Redeemer, (ſays Juſtim Martyr,) the 
Virtue of whoſe Name the Devils tremble 
at and fear ; and even at this Day, being 
abjured by the Name FESUS Chriſt, 


who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, the 


Governour of Judea, they obey us: that 
thence alſo it may appear unto all, that 
the Father hath given bim ſo great Power, 
that even the Devils are ſubject to his 
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r 
- yon 4 FEM 
Names of the Kings and Prophets, 
or Patriarchs, that have been among von, 
not one of them would Yield 8%. 
diente. 

, Depend firmly upon this Name, and be 
lieve in it. This is his Commandment, 
That we believe on the Nume of his yon 
Feſus Chriſt, und that we love, one another 
as he hath commanded usb. Believe that 
he is, and will be, and will do, all that 
which his Name imports. l 
Love and revefence this Name, while 
others abuſe it, ſome in ſwearing by it, ſome 
in preſurning upon it, and others in a ſuper- 
ſtitious Uſe of it e. There are that bow to 
it in the Church, and fwear by it in the 
Street, and trample it under Foot in their 
Lives. There can be neither Love nor Re- 
verence to this Name, while thoſe Sins are 
retain d and loy'd at the fame Time, the 


. Dialog. cum Triphon. in Harmer — uti iquity. 
1 lll. 2 « Papiſts aſcribe an Efficacy to 
Name Fol, for driving Way the Devil, Diſeaſes 
and Enemies; from Man ind Beaſts. It is uſd much to 
the ſame . or Proph Purpoſe, by ti be; 
when any Accident happens: ſuddenly cry out, oh; Jelus! 
fome write it n Papet ale 2 Ptchinenr, a and hang it about 
their Necks, or ke it up at ther Doors, and with che. 
Names ot Mary and St. Anne added, think it a won⸗ 
derful protedon againſt the Plague. 
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42 u Diſcour ſe 
Salvation from which, is the very Meaning 
of it. It's a Banter upon the Name 7 E- 
SUS, to ſham off this Reaſon of the 
Name, while the Head bows to the Sound 
of it. To bow in the Name of Feſus :, 
is to ſubmit to his Authority, in his Name 
to bring all our Petitions, and depend upon 


his Recommendation of us to the divine 


Acceptance. Without this, our out ward 
Reverence is but repeating the mockery of 


hail King of the Fews, and ſmiting him; 


or hail Maſter, and betraying him with 
Judas. The Knees that are to bow, are in 
Heaven, as well as the Earth. Spirits above, 
or below; have no Knees, but are in Sub- 
jection to the Majeſty and Power, Glory and 
Authority of 7eſus. - 10 en 

It is obſerv d of Mr. Herbert, the divine 
Poet, that whenever he mention'd the Name 


JESUS, with any Solemnity, it was al- 
ways with the Addition of FES US my 
'Maſter. ' St. Auſtin in his Confeſſions tells 


us, That he uſed to read Cicero, and was 
very much delighted with that 'inimitable 


[Maſter of Eloquence, but at length he did 


not find ſo much Pleaſure in him, becauſe 
he could not find the Name JES US there. 
For (ſays he) through thy Goodneſs, oh 


Lord, the Name of thy dear Son, my Saviour, 
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FESUS, was ſo ingraven upon my 
Heart, that nothing could recommend it 


ſelf to me upon any other Score, at leaſt 


not ſo much, if it wanted that. 
St. Ambroſe has compos'd an Hymn up- 
on the Name JESUS, wherein the Senti- 


ments ate as much beyond the Diction and 


Stile, as he was a better Chriſtian, than he 
was a Poet : Some of it is to this Purpoſe. 
« Thy Name is Muſic to the Ear, Sweet- 
« neſs to the Mouth, and a Cordial to the 
« Heart. A thouſand Deſires go up to- 
« wards thee. But why do ſay a thouſand, 
« when thou art infinitely deſirable 2? Alto- 
« gether lovely? Oh! when wilt thou Come, 
e and by thy Coming make me glad, with 
« a Gladneſs and Joy, not ariſing from' the 
« ſlight Refreſhments of Life, but from the 
« compleat Satisfaction of my whole Soul? 
« In the mean Time, I languiſh after thee z 
e my Soul is inflamed with unextinguiſh- 
e able Affection, to love and obey thee with 
« all my Heart and Spirit. JESUS, 
e thou Refuge of the n Mourner, 
« Saviour of the World; Reward of the 
Conqueror, the Joy and Beauty of the 
« heayvenly World ; hear the Prayer of him, 


who deſires nothing in Compariſon of 
pag thee” . 1 N : 


—— 


* 


ce 


1 Take 


A. Diſcourſe. 

Take the Comfort from this Name, which 

it affords, againſt the Fez 
— the Power of our | 
own Weakneſs. 

I diſquieted my ſelf in vain 
down and ſaid, What wi 
* me at laſt? Corruption di Veri 
tions without! an inſnari 
ſubtle Devil! a raten 
his great Cunning and vaſt 
the Arts of Belttucon! 
t Why art thau caſt daum ob my, Soul ? 
«x wil ſet IE SV S again them all ; the 
Salvation wrap d up in that Name is ſupe- 
6 22 all Hazard or Pifficuliy ariſing from 
& the . 

3. Conſider, that the Ti * is coming, 
when this Name JES 
moſt lovely Sound, and He that Wears it, 
appear to be the moſt lovely Perſon in the 


At Death, oh then for an mere in 
JES Us, and all the faying 1 
of his Name! at 7 
= come in the Glory of his Father, . 
de Glory of bis haly Angels, and in bis 
f When he. ſhall take his Place 
upon the Throne, as Judge of the World, 
and as the Saviour of them that believe 
in XS SUS, Let them that are able, 
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2 Will be the 
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rh ta. themaſclves, with What a Spirit and 
ey by look. up to him, who haye an 
4 and Ait up their Heads; 
ecauſe their 1 2 and Redeemer 
are come, As for others, I am perſuaded, 


A the Rocks. and to the Mauntains 
on. them, and hide tham from bis 

ace, if it were to any Purpole to cry to 
JESUS IT at that Day. No, ſays 
| « JESU $, I wore this Name long 
“ cnqugh to let you know, that I was wils 
ling of your Salvation as well as that of 
“ others, Aut You Would nous of we. You 
e have no more to do with that Name. 
*I am Judge of all the Warld, and will 


« gue to every Man according | tt his 
% Works; but Iam JESUS only to thoſe 


* who believed in me, and belong to me. 


“ Your Sins have ruin d you, Which you 


« would. not be ſaved from; and when 
4 u deſpiſed the Reaſon of this Name, 
you threw away the Beneſt of it too. 
9 Depart from me, TES US knows you 
© not ”.---------T0 have Damnation pro- 
nounced by one whoſe Name carries Salva- 
tion it! --------- But then to thoſe on the 
Right-hand .. Come ye Bleſſed of my 

> Father z come and enjoy the fall Cp 
A tents of his Name JESUS in a com- 


pleat 


4 


they would never hays been repreſented © 
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*, pleat Salvation. You ſee the Miſery 
J have ſaved you from; from ueeping, 
te wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth; from 
4 eternal Confuſion, Deſpair and Anguiſh; 
te immortal Flames, and the Vorm that 
* never dies, Come and take og cre 
* of what I have ſaved you to: The Ki 
ee dom prepared for you from the Founda- 
“ ion of the World”. And then placing 
himſelf at the Head of all his Church, he 
leads up the beautiful, the glorious Triumph; 
and after they have been preſented to the 
Father, a glorious Church without Spot, 
welcomed by Angels, and have taken their 
allotted Places 'and Stations, all they ſhall 
hear, ſee and enjoy, for ever, will be the 
eternal NAA of the Niche J ES Us. 


* 


Boh and e is his Name; 
' How glorious, and how ſweet ! 
EA Greatneſ3, and all Goodneſs too 
— 5 th um 4 FIRES meet. 


14 Name vi Men foal \ one Day dread, 
As now the Devils Fad. | 

MH Name the Heavenly Hoſts adore, 

To fardou 'd Sinners dear: 1 


on the Name JESUS. 47 


y — 

£ Moft dear to them by ſtrongeſt Ties 

85 Of bis redeeming Love, 

3 Which by a thouſand Torments try d 

1 Did ever conſtant prove. 

n | 

WM All that's within me Bleſs and Praiſe 
< My SAVIOUR and my King; 
Bll When he's the Subject of the Song, 

e | Who can forbear to Sing ? 

11 
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The Temper of Jzsvs, &c. 
LUKE XXIV. 47. 
Aud that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 


ſhould be Preached in his Name among 
all Nations: 


BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM. 


U Lord Jeſus being riſen 

from the Dead, the Method 
lt He uſes to demonſtrate to His 
K ane the Certainty of ſo 
great a Miracle, is very com- 
bpleat. He begins with their 
Senſes, ſtiowing himſelf to 
them, and offering to be Touch'$an&: Hand · 


led, v. 39. For 4 Spirit has not Fleſh and 


Bones, as you fee. me have. He next ad- 


A 2 Seripturez 
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dteſſes to their Fuith, by Arguments from 
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Scripture, proving, that thoſe things muſt 
needs be fulfilled, which were written in 
the Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Plalms, concerning him, v. 44. 
And laſtly, compleats the Conviction, and 
furniſhes Them to make the beſt uſe of it, 
by opening their Underſtanding, v. 45. Then 
opened be their Underſtanding, that they 
migbt underſtand the Scripture, that thus 
i behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe 
from' the Dead the third Day, and that 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
preach'd in his Name, beginning at Jeraſa- 
lem. 
From which Words we may obſerve, 


I. That Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
are both the Fruits of Chriſt's Death and 
Refurrefion ; ſince it behoyed Chriſt thus 
to ſuffer and riſe, that they might be preach- 
ed. Had He not Dy'd and. Roſe again, 
there would have been no Forgivenels, There 
might indeed have been a kind of Repen- 
tance,” ſuch as in Hell, or ſuch as that of 
Judas, which ſent him thither; a Repen- 
. tance unto Death and Deſpair: but Repen- 
tance unto Life, and Remiſſion of Sin, are 
the Bleſſed Fruits that grow out of the ac- 
curſed Tree, and do riſe with our Lord Jeſus 


out of the ſame Grave, Tir Chriſt that N 
died, jea, rather that is riſen Main, that ; 
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is the Ground of that following Challenge, 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of 
| God's Ee 7 


II. Obſ. Repentance and Remiſion of 
Sins go together, both in the Commiſ- 


ſion, and in the Nature of the thing. 


To preach Repentance is as truly the De- 
ſign and Buſineſs of the Goſpel-Commiſſion, 
as to preach Remiſſion of Sins. Conſequent- 
ly, if I preach the Nature of Repentance, 
the Motives to it, the Neceſſity of it, tis 
all Goſpel ; tis what the Law of Innocence 
knew nothing of, made no Allowance for; 
but this makes one half of the Galpel- Com- 
miſſion. 

Repentance, is a reyolted Sinner's Return- 
ing back from Sin and Satan, from the 
World and Self, to God, his Original Hap- WM 
pineſs ; as to his Sovereign Lord, to be obey- 
ed; and his beſt Portion, to be enjoyed 
depending for Acceptance on' the Recom- 
mendation of the Mediator. For this End 
Chriſt came into. the World, with the bE 
began his Miniſtry, Repent, for the Ring- 
dom of Heaven is at Hand. With this 
Mellige ere. the Apoſtles and Miniſters ſent 
into all Nations, and it would be very 
ſtrange indeed, if Chriſt, His Apoſtles; His 
- \fixſt | Miniſter, and His own Commiſſion too, 
7 | ould 


9 " 


Awe 


6 De Temper of Tesvs, 
ſhould be all of them only in a Legal De: 
fign, and govern'd by a Legal Spirit. 


III. Obſ. The Goſpel.C ommiſſion and Of- 
fer #s without Exception of Nation 
or Perſons ; that Repentance and Re- 


miſſion of Sins may be preach'd unto 


ALL NATIONS; 


Impenitence and Unbelief make the only 
Exceptions. They do indeed effectually 
keep our Names out of the Book of Life, 
the Liſt and Characters of thoſe whom the 
Goſpel appoints to Salvation. It's no Im- 
putation upon God that he Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of God in Feſus 
Cbriſt, is not as univerſal as the Light of 
the Sun; and that the Book of Scripture 
is not read, where-ever the Book of Na- 
ture lies open. Their Line is gone throug h- 
out all the World; and where-eyer one 
Line of Nature's Law is writ, it might 
have been interlined with Goſpel-Diſco- 
veries; if it had not been their own Fault, 
fot the Commiſſion was as wide as poſſible, 
but they would not. ſuffer it to run. And 
though it was commiſſioned into 40 Nations, 
thoſe very Nations abſolutely refuſed it, and 
cannot juſtiy tax Providence for the want 
e that which they would never receive. 


W. Ob. 


* 
* 
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IV. Obſ. Theſe great Bleſings of Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins are 
commanded to be offered in the firſt 
place, to ſome of the vileſt of Sin- 
nars, beginning at Jeruſalem. 


It's very affecting, that the firſ# Offers 
of Grace ſhould be made to thoſe, who of 
all People in the World had done it the 
moſt Deſpite ! That the Heavenly Gift 
ſhould be tendred to thoſe Firſt, who leaſt 


Deſerved it! not that any can Deſerve it at 9 


all, for then it were not Grace; but h 
of all People had moſt Deſerved the con- 
txary ! That they who had abuſed Chriſt to 
a Degree beyond the moſt pitiful Deſcrip- 
tion, ſhould yet lie uppermoſt in His Care, 
and ſtand foremoſt in His Pity, and find fo 

much Mercy from one, to whom they ſhew- 
ed none at all! EB 5 
One would rather have expected the A- 
poſtles ſhould have receivd another kind of 
Charge; and that Chriſt ſhould have ſaid, 
Let Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, U 
preachi d, but carry it not to Feruſalem, 
* that wicked City, that has been the Slaugh» 
* ter-houſe of my Prophets, whom I hs 
often ſent, After them I ſent un the 
* the Baptiſt, a burning and a ſhining Light, 
7 him they killed in Privon. Lf of al 
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* 


My ſelf, the Son, came alſo; and Me; 


with wicked Hands, they have crucified 


and ſlain. They may do the ſame by 
* You; the Diſciple is not like to be better 
© (treated) than his Lord: Let not the 
Goſpel enter thoſe Gates, through which 
they led Me, its Author, to Crucifixion”. 
© I have been preaching there my ſelf this 
three Years, I have mingled my Tears with 
my Sermons, I have ſupported my Preten- 
© ſions and Character from the Scriptures of 
* Moſes and the Prophets, I have confirmed 


A 


© them by Divine Miracles, and ſcaled all 


* with my Blood, yet they would not give 
© Ear Oh Feruſalem ! Jeruſalem! all 
© that I have left for thee now is, what I 


have before dropt over thee, vig. a com- 
:* paſſionate Tear and Wiſh, that thou had ſt 
© known in this thy Day the things that be- 
© longed to thy 


Peace ! but now they are 
© hid from thine Eyes! and ſo let them re- 


main, for I charge you, my Apoſtles, to 
< preach Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins, 
© zo all other Nations, but come not near 
that wicked City. ee 


But God's Thoughts are not as ours, nei- 


ther are his Ways as our Ways; but as far 
as the Heavens are above the Earth, ſo are 
bis "Thoughts and Ways above ours. Our 
-way is, to make the chief Offenders Exam; 
ples of Juſtice ; to avenge our ſelves upon 


thoſe 
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thoſe who have done us Perſonal Injury and 
Wrong; but Chriſt chooſes out theſe, to 
make Examples of Mercy, and commands 
the firſt Offer of Eternal Life to be made to 
them, and all the World are to wait till 
they have had the firſt Refuſal of the Goſs 
pel- Salvation. 

As if our Lord had ſaid, It's true, my 
i Sufferings arc an univerſal Remedy, and 
6 have given my Life a Ranſom for many, 
that the Gentiles afar off might be brought 


" © mgh, and all the Ends of the Earth might 


. * ſee the Salvation of God. And therefore 
* £0 into all Nations, and offer this Salva- 
tion as you go; but, leſt the poor Houſe 
of Iſrael ſhould think themſelves abandon d 
* to Deſpair, the Seed of Abraham, mine 
© ancient Friend; as cruel and unkind as 
they have been, go, make them the Firſt 
Offer of Grace, let them have the Firſt 
KRefuſal of Goſpel-· Mercy: Let them that 
* ſtruck the Rock, drink firſt of its refreſh- 
ing Streams; and they that drew my Blood, 
be welcome to its healing Virtue, 
Tell them, that as I was ſent to the 

« loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, ſo, if 
* they will be gathered, Iwill be their-Shep= 
* pherd ſtill. Though they deſpiſed my Tears, 
© which I ſhed over them, and imprecated 
0 my Blood to be upon them, tell them, 
6 _ Twas for their Sakes I ſhed Both, that by 
B | my 
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my Tears, I might ſoften their Hearts to- 
watds God ; and by my Blood I might re- 
concile God to them. 

Tell them I live, and becauſe I am alive 
again, my Death ſhall not be their Dam- 
nation; nor is my Murther an unpardona- 
ble Sin, but that the Blood of Jeſus cleanſ- 
eth from all Sin, even the Sin by which 
that Blood was drawn. 

© Tell them, you have ſeen the Prints of 
the Nails upon my Hands and Feet, and the 
Wounds of the Spear in my Side, and 
that thoſe Marks of their Cruelty are ſo 
far from giving me vindictive Thoughts, 
if they will but repent, that every Wound 
they have given me, ſpeaks in their Be- 
half, pleads with the Father for Remiſſion 
of their Sins, and enables me to beſtow it; 


-and by thoſe Sufferings which, they may be 


ready to think, have exaſperated me a- 
gainſt them, by thoſe very Wounds, court 
and perſwade them, to receive the Salvation 
they have procured. Say, repent, that your 
Sins may beblotted out, againſt the Times 
of refreſhing ſha!l come from the Preſence 


of the Lord, Act. iii. 19. 
-+ © Nay, if you meet that poor Wretch 


that thruſt the Spear into my Side, tell 


© Him, there is another Way, a better Way, 


Fc 
4 
- 


of coming at my Heart, if He will repent, 
and look upon him whom he has pierced 
F and 
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and will mourn. Iwill cheriſh him in that 
very Boſom he has wounded ; He ſhall 
find the Blood he ſhed an ample Attone- 
ment for the Sin of ſhedding it. And 
tell him from me, He will put me to more 
Pain and Diſpleaſure by refuſing this Offer 
of my Blood, than when he firſt drew it 
forth. In ſhort, 

Though they have gainſay'd my Do- 
arine, blaſphem'd my Divinity, and abus d 
and tormented my Perſon ; taken away 
my Life, and what is next valuable to 
every honeſt Man, endeavour d to murther 
my Reputation too, by making me an 
Impoſtor, and imputing my Miracles to a 
Combination with Be/zebub : However, 
go to Feruſal:m, and by Beginning there, 
ſhew them ſuch a Miracle of Goodneſs 
and Grace, that they themſelves muſt con- 
fels too Good for the Devil to have any 
Hand in, too God- like for him to be aſ- 
ſiſting to; that may convince them of 
their Sin, and at the ſame Time, that 
nothing can be greater than their Sin, ex- 
— Mercy and Grace of mine, which, 
where their Sin has alounded dies Thus 
ws more abound, Beginning at Feruſa- 
[5 m. | | f * a 

I ſhall further improve this Paſſage by 
ſpeaking to the following Things, 


M I. Fer 
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I, For what Reaſons, ſpecial to that Place 
and People, muſt the Goſpel firſt Cg in 
at Feruſalem ? 


IT. For what Reaſons, common to the 
Caſe of all Great Sinners, is the Lord 
Jeſus ſo deſirous of their Converſion, 


and that they ſhould know that He is ſo? 


J For what Reaſons, ſpecial to that 


Place and People, muſt the Goſpel firſt 


15 begin at Feruſalem? 


CE 1. Chriſt was firſt A to them, 


and therefore muſt firſt be offered to them. 
He was the Mercy promiſed to the Fat bers. 
The Time of his Coming, is calld the 
Time of the fulfilling of the Promiſe, in 
the Hope of which they waited inſtantly 
Day and Night, to whom pertained the 
Adoption, the Glory, the Covenant of Pra- 
miſe . the Giving of the Law, and the 
Service of God, and the Promiſes. 

The Promiſe of the Meſſiah was the pe- 
culiat Entail of that Family, Q whom con- 


eerning the Fleſh Chraſt came, Indeed in 


Him alſo do the Gentiles truſt, but we 
come in as Legatees to the New Will and 
Teſtament in His Blood, whereby he has 
brought Fews and Gentiles upon the ſame 
Terms for Salvation, viz. He that be- 
lie vet h ſball be ſaved, to the Few Finsr, 
and then alſo to the Gentile, ga. Toe 
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g 2. The Wiſdom of God thought fit, 
to lay the Foundation of the Goſpel at that 
Place, where its Foundation was firſt ſeruck 
44. 

The Report of His being ſtolen away by 
his Diſciples, was a Blow at the Root, for if 
Chriſt be not riſen, our Faith is vain, and 
our Preaching is vain; therefore, do you 
go firſt to Jeruſalem, and confute that Lie. 

Though *tis a Lie that has the Countenance 
of ſome in Figure and Authority, yet, you 
muſt confront it, Zou are my Witneſſes of 
theſe Things, v. 48. and by your Teſtimo- 


ny I muſt diſſipate that Artifice of the Devil. 


'For otherwiſe, Chriſtianity muſt have of- 
fered it ſelf to the World around, with great 


| Diſadvantage, if it had not firſt ſhewn it ſelf 


at Jeruſalem, and aſſerted the Reſurrection 


of Jeſus to the Teeth of thoſe, who were 
hired to diſperſe that ill contriv'd. The: * S 


of His being ſtole away. The Nations nilght. 
ſuſpect, that the Doctrine of Jeſus durſt'Hs 


ſhew it (elf at Feruſalem, for Want of ſuf- 1 4 
ficient Evidence of the Reſurrection, of its 


Author. But your Teſtimony will either 
ſatiſie, or leave them without Excuſe. You 
are a ſufficient Number, you are of -approv'd 
Honeſty, your Intereſt lies another Way, 


* So St. Auſtin calls ir For ( ſays he) if the Soldiers 
were afleep, how did Wk his Diſciples ſtole him: 


That © 


© ate, why did them do it? 
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That ſhould lead you rather to fall in with 

the Spirit of the Times, and to find your 

Account in running down the ſuffering Cauſe, 

you cannot bear your Teſtimony without 

Hazard, Damage, and Ruin; and 'twas never 

known, that any Men forged Lies to their 
own undoing, knowing, as you do, that it 
will be ſo. Beſides, your Teſtimony ſhall 
be confirmed by Signs, Wonders, and Mira- 
cles; not only, performed by your ſelves, 
but thoſe alſo, who ſhall by your Teſtimony 
believe in me. All which renders your Te- 
ſtimony ſufficient to lay the Foundation of 
the Goſpel ſure, even at that very Place, 
where its Foundation was chiefly attack d. 

F 3. Upon hearing the G ofpet preached 
elſewhere round about them, they might be 
apt to think, that, for the Greatneſs of 
their Crimes they were paſſed by, neglected 
and abandon d. 

F 4. Their Day of Grace was like to 

be the ſhorteſt. 5 

Begin at Feruſalem, for, yet a little 

While and there will be no Feruſalem ſtand- 

ing; their Glaſs has but a little while to 
run. Yet forty Years and Jeruſalem ſhall be 
deſtroy'd. Their Nation, Polity, and Tem- 
Wo ſhall be no more, 2 You will have 

Time then to go over the Nations, but to 


3 8" A 7 late, , 1 xaraq Py liperabun yooras dr 
#48 u. . Clem. Alex. & Origen. cont. Celſum. Lib 
4 P. 174 Ed, Cant, reckons it 42 Years. 
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thoſe who have ſo little Time remaining, 
none ſhould be loſt, Begin therefore at 
Feruſalem. | 

$ 5. Twas foretold by the Prophets, 
that the Goſpel ſhould * there, and 


from thence take its Riſe and Propreſs 


into all the World ; that out of Zion ſhould 


go forth the Law, and the Mord of the 


rd from Jeruſalem ; that in Zion he would 
lay a Foundation Stone. Say unto Sion, 
Thy King cometh, The Tenour of ſeveral 
Scipture Prophecies of Goſpel Times, be- 
ſides theſe that follow, I/. 2. 3, 4. Mic. 
4. 2. Pſ. 110. 2. Iſa.28. 16. I/ 40, &c. 
So that, to begin at Feruſalem was one Pro- 
phetical Mark of the Divinity of this Diſ- 
penſation; the Church did hereby know 
where to look for their Meſſiah. That the 
World might not be at a Loſs in this, He 
order d His Prophets long before to point 
out Time and Place. 

Beſides, twas fit that the Son of David, 
who was to have the Throne of his Father 
David, ſhould begin his Kingdom at the 
City of David. And farther, tis conſi- 
derable, how . far ſome Prophecies, which 
we commonly underſtand of the Calling of 
the 7eus, were to receive their Accom- 
pliſhment at this Time, by the Apoſtles ſuc- 
ceſsful Execution of this Commiſſion among 

be « ax 250G them, 
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them, whereby ſo many Thouſands of them 
were converted. f 

F 6. For a ſtanding Example of the 
Riches and Freeneſs of the Grace of Chriſt, 
in the Offer of it to the vileſt of Sinners. 
Begin at Feruſalem, and after the ſaving 
Efficacy of my Grace appears there, no one 
will queſtion the Poſſibility of their own Sal- 
vation. Shall not a poor penitent Sinner 
be accepted, when the vileſt of Sinners are 
courted ? Poor Sinners of the Gentiles muſt 
not queſtion His Grace, when they ſee it 
offer d to His Murtherers. When they ſee 
Him willing to have Mercy upon thoſe who 
had no Mercy upon him, and deſirous of no 
other Reparation for the Injuries they did 
him, but only, that they would not refuſe 
the Grace he now offcr'd to them, and that 
too before all the reſt of the World. 


II. For what Reaſons common to the 
Caſe of all great Sinners, is our Lord 
ſo deſirous of their Conyerſion, and that 
they ſhould know that He is ſo? _ 


That He is willing they ſhould be con- 
verted and ſaved, is very plain; He has not 
left this to be made out by Inference and 
Deduction, but has aſſerted it in ſo many 
Words. He is not willing that any ſhould 
en Peeriſb, 
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periſh, but that ail Men ſboul tome to the 
Knowledge of the Truth and be ſaved. 
His Behaviour towards ſome of the vileſt 
of Sinners, demonſtrates, to what low De- 
grees of Condeſcenſion He can ſtoop, with 
how much Tenderneſs He will uſe thoſe up- 


on their Return, whom, by ſuch indulgent | 
Meaſures he endeavours to reclaim. 


Il am affected when I read, that Gop ſtay d 
till the Cool of the Day, an Emblem of 
rebated Anger, before He comes to deal 
with fallen Adam; and then follows the 
Sinner with a Promiſe, who was endea- 
vouring vainly to hide Himſelf from a Curſe ; 
the Seed of the Woman ſhall break the 
Serpent's Head; what a ſeaſonable Relief 
and Stay to a trembling Rebel! 

Manaſſeh was proverbial for Wickedneſs, 
ſold Himſelf to work Iniquity, and thereby 


to the Devil, and yet Gob did not ſuffer 


Satan preſently to run away with the Pur- 
chaſe ; but by a ſore Affliction brought 
Him to his Knees, . humbled and reformed 


him; and if he was not truly converted and 
 av'd, till the Method God uſed with him, 


was the ready way to it. 
Wuen Chriſt came into the World bring- 
ing Salvation, to whom did He offer it? Was 


* not to Publicans and 'Harlots '? Publi- 
cans, the worſt of Men accounted ; 
W the worſt of Women? Giving this 


and 
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Reaſon, that, He came not to call the 
Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance. 'T was 
with this good Deſign He kept ſuch bad 
Company. And as a Specimen of His 
ſaving Power, he carried about with him 


ſeycral of thoſe Notorious Converts, as it 
were with this Proclamation; © Behold, 


© the mighty things my Grace can do, what 


* Sinners I can reclaim, what Sins I can par- 
don, and how many Devils I can caſt out. 
* Look upon theſe and believe, that I am ble 
to ſave to the utmoſt: all that come unto 
* God by me; Look upon theſe and be- 
* lieve, that no Kind, Number, Degrees of 
Sins, can keep a Man out of Heaven, that 
does not keep him from coming to Chriſt. 
The Woman of Jamarzia, a laſcivious 
Perſon by her own Confeſſion, and by Chriſt's 
Diſcovery, yet with how ſoft and winning 
an Addreſs does He aſſure her, If thou hadſt 
known the Gift of God, and who 'twas that 
ſaid unto thee, Give me to arink, thou 
wouldſt have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee, &c. To covetous Za- 
cheus, He ſays, This Day i Salvation come 
fo thine Houſe. Salvation to be had for 
fetching was great Grace, but He brings it 
home to his Houſe. 
Ho he dignifies his Sufferings, how he 
turns the Ignominy of his Croſs into Glory, 
by proving: the ſaving Merits of his Death 
| | | in 
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in the Converſion and Salvation of the Dy- 
ing Thief! There the poor Wretch hung, 
bleeding his laſt: With what Eyes, with 
what Heart and Thoughts, muſt the expiring 
Criminal ſurvey a Jeſus hanging by him up- 
on a Croſs, covered with Blood and Scorn ? 
ſo as to collect the Remainder of his Breath 
into ſuch a Prayer, Lord, Remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. What ? 
to a Dying Perſon for Lite! to a Crucify d 
Teſus for a Kingdom ! to One, that appear'd 
out-caſt by Zews, and deſerted even by his 
own Diſciples, to ſuch a One, for Admiſ- 
ſion to the Kingdom of Glory! How ex- 
traordinary the Requeſt? How gracious the 
inward Operations that produced it? And 
how ſpeedy and full the Anſwer? This 
Day ſhals thou be with me in Paradiſe. 
I will carry thee up with me into Heaven, 
as the Fruit of the preſent Travail of my 
© Soul, as a Trophy of my Victory over 
Satan, and will ſhew thee there, as part 
of the Spoils that ſhall adorn my Triumphs 
over Hell and its Powers ; and as the Ear- 
neſt of the full Recovery and Salvation of 
all thoſe, for whom I am now Dying”. 
He ſnatches,from the very Brink of Hell, one. 
that feem'd not only void of Grace, but paſt 
Grace; and melts the Heart in an Inſtant, 
that had been hardening for many Years, _ 


IR 
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St. Paul ſpeaks of himſelf as if he were 
a Monument ſet up by Chriſt to bear ſuch 
an Inſcription as this, 1 Tim. 1. 16. This is 


a faithful Saying, and worthy of all A- 


ceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. 
Howbeit for this Cauſe I obtained Mercy, 
that in me firſt Feſus Chriſt r ſhew 
forth. all Long-ſuffering, for a. Pattern to. 
them who ſhould hereafier believe on him ta. 
Life Everlaſting. 


The Crucifixion of our Lord was the dole- 


fulleſt Tragedy Cruelty, ever acted, or Sor- 
row can deſcribe, Where-ever the Guilt of. 
it could fall, one would think it ſhould be 
with Weight enough to ſink them below 
the Reach of Mercy. The Apoſtle charges 
it home upon Feruſalem ; Him----Tou haue 
taken, and by wicked Hands have crucified. 


they had done, he tenders the Layer of the 
Blood of Chriſt, inviting them to Repent, 
and be baptized in the Name of feſus 
Chriſt, every. one of you, for the Remiſſion . 
of Sins, and qe ſball receive the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Every one of you, not 
excepting any that were concerned in it, not 

except - 
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excepting any of thoſe ' Prieſts, that per- 
ſewaded the Multitude to ask Barabbas, and 
deſtroy Jeſus ; nor him that ſpit in His Face, 
or ſtruck him on the Head ; nor him that 
thruſt the Spear into his Side, if any of theſe 
ſhould be in the Crowd. And he was fo 
happy as to prevail with about 3000 of 
them at that one Sermon, And a little 
while after we are particularly inform'd, 
that, Some even of the Prieſts alſo were 
obedient to the Faith. A Thing ſo much 
the more worthy of Remark, to the Ho- 
nour of the Word and: Grace of God, as the 
Knowledge of thoſe ſort of Men did both 
aggravate the Crime of their Diſobedience, 
and inable them beyond others to parry off 
the Conyiction of it. 

Simon Magus, though he had been a 
Sorcerer, yet upon Profeſſion of his Faith 
and Subjection to Chriſt, the Apoſtles were 
ſo far from ſuppoſing that he could not be- 
come a Chriſtian, or that the Mercy of God 
did not extend even to ſuch a Character, up- 
on Repentance, that they baptized him: 
And when afterwards it appcar'd, that he 
was yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the 
Bond of Iniquity, and had only acted an 
Hypocritical part; nevertheleſs, to ſhow. 
that if he were yet loſt, it could not be 
from any Defect of the ſaving Grace of God, 
but from his continuing to be a * 
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they ſend him to the Grace of God by Pray- 


er, That the Thoughts of his Heart, as 
vile as they had been, might be forgiven 
him. 

The Reaſons of this merciful Conduct to- 
wards the vileſt and greateſt of Sinners may 
be ſuch — gy: 

1: The *Deſperateneſs of the Caſe o 
G os Sinners — it 0 29,9 
Should have good Aſſurances. 

Their Danger is more near and imminent. 
They are upon the very Brink of Deſtruction. 
Their Damnation lingreth not, but haſtens 

to meet them, and they at the ſame time 
are advancing apace toward that; as Goliah, 
with large Steps, made haſte to meet the 
fatal Sling and Stone, with which David 
alſo ran toward him at the ſame time. Their 
Sins are a vaſt Number, the Cry of them 
loud for Vengeance, the Weight and Ag- 
gravations of them are heavy; Satan the 
Executioner has them bound in the Chains 
of Luſt, under the Sentence of a condemn- 
ing Law; the Juſtice of God is whetting its 
glittering. Sword to cut them off ; and there 
is but a ſingle Breath between them and 
Damnation, which may very 'caſily and 
ſuddenly be ſtoppd: So that the Mere is 
greatly heightened in being offered t ſuch ' 
as theſe in the firſt place, and with a p parti- 
| cular Sollicitude to win them over: This 
| Wine 
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Wine muſt be given to them that are ſo 
ready to periſh. 

Beſides this, tis with great Difficulty that 
Great Sinners, upon Conviction, are even 
now brought to believe there is Mercy for 
them : it would have been harder ſtill, had 
there been no Inſtances of extraordinary 
e Grace to Sinners of an uncommon Size. 
| Had the Goſpel taken a large Round be- 
fore it had come to Jeruſalem, the Proffers 
of Mercy would not have been ſo eaſily be- 
liev'd, as when they came ſo freſh from his 
own Lips, whoſe Anger they had much 
more Reaſon to fear, than to hope for his 

Mercy; but the unparallel'd Grace of ſend- 
| ing it to them firſt, was ſuperior to all Ob- 
7 jection. This ſets it as much above all 


Doubt and Scruple, as it was beyond all 

Example or Expectatiog. Indeed, before il 
Sinners are awaken'd td a Senſe of their 1 
Sins, and of God's Juſtice, they are very i 
| confident of his Mercy ; The Mercy of God 
is Infinite, ſay they, Goodneſs is his Na- 
ture, He never made any Creatures to do it 
them any hurt, and tis an eaſy thing enough if 


| 

5 to entertain the Hopes of Salvation through 
1 the Merits of Chriſt, and the Mercy of God: bt 
But how ſuddenly is the Stile alter d, upon a WK 
deep Conviction of Conſcience, and the x 
| opening the Eye to the Number, Nature, 
133 and Aggravation of their Sins, together | 
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with the Law, the Holineſs and =_ ice f 
God arming againſt them? Then Is there 
Mercy for ſuch a Wretch as I? Is it poſſible 
for me to be ſaved? Can fo black a Soul as 
mine be waſhd into Purity, and ſo much 
Guilt as I have contracted be remov d? They 
who before thought Sin but a Trifle, are 
now ready to think it all unpardonable ; 
They who a little before were ready to ſay, 
There is no Fear, are now ready to con- 
clude, There is no Hope: They now do as 
much need the Encouragement of ſuch an 
Inſtance as this, as before they were ready 
enough to abuſe it. 
2. The Converſion of 4 2 Gd 
renders the Grace of God the more glorious, 
Begin at Jeruſalem, and the Wonders of 
my Grace there will raiſe my Name JEsvs to 
its juſt Eſteem in the World. The Saviour, 
the God will appcar, in-all their Height and 
Luſtre, and my Power to fave to the. utter- 
moſt all that come unto God by me. Let the 
World ſec what Diſtempers the Skill of this 


Phyſician.can heal, and What Sins the Grace of 


God can pardon: It's like the Honour a Phy. 
ſician gains. by healing a Diſtemper given 
over by all others. Feruſa/em ſeemed abay- 


doncd to Sin, Miſery and the Devil, when E 


Chriſt ſaid, Now the things of thy; Peace 
are hid from thine Eyes, thine Hogfe is left 


unto thee deſolate, A deſperate Cale! He 


mult 


= 7 


r / ( (/ / [ccc ccc 


= 


Grace to the Chief of Sinners. 27 


muſt be mighty to fave indeed, that under- 


takes ſuch a Caſe as this. And yet, that 


future Ages might belieye there could be no 
ſuch thing as a Foil to the Skill and Power 
of our Phyſician, to ſhew his Art in ſaving 


Souls, He ſends the Remedy firſt thither, 
where one would have thought them paſt 
all, and makes it effectual to all that put 


themſelves into his Hands; For God who 
is rich in Mercy, for his great Love where- 
with he loved us, when we were dead in 
Sins, hath quickned us together with Chriſt ; 


for by Grace ye are ſaved; and hath raiſed . 


us up together, and made us ſit together in 


heavenly Places in Chriſt Feſus, that in tile 


Ages to come he might SHOW THE EXCEED- 
ING RICHES of his Grace, and his Kind- 


neſs towards us, through Feſus Chriſt, Eph, 


2, 4, 7. This, he declares, is to get himſelf 


a NaME ; for he ſays, Iwill cleanſe them 
from all their Iniquity, whereby they hade 
ſinned againſt me; and 1 will pardon all their 


Iniquity, whereby they have tranſpreſſed 
againſt me, and it ſhall be to me for a Name 
of Foy, and Prazſe, and Honour, before all 
Nations of the Earth, which ſhall hear of 
all the Good I do unto them, Jer. 33. 8, 9. 
I, even I am be that blotteth out your Ini- 
quit) for my NAMEs ſake. Jo when they 


bad heard that be which perſecuted us in 
times paſt, now preached the Faith, which 
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once be de 2ftro yea, they glorified God in me 
Gal. 1. 23, 24. It renders the Grace of God 
the more glorious. 

g 3. The Converſion of great Sinners 
does more than ordinary u eaken the Intereſt 
and Kingdom of Satan. 

They are leading Men into the Party of 
Hell. They do a great deal of Miſchief be- 
fore, and generally do a great deal of Good 
after their Converſion. Their Example very 
often draws in others. If one Sinner ſpoils a 
great deal of Good, the Converſion of ſuch 
'an one prevents a great deal of Miſchief. 
Paul, who while an Enemy, perſecuted the 
Church beyond Meaſure ; when an Apoſtle, 
laboured more abundantly than they all. 
While an Enemy he ſays of himſelf, that he 
was exceeding mad againſt the Chriſtians, 
and when a Preacher, he was thought 70 be, 
for them, inthe Greatneſs of his Zeal. The 
Devil loſt all the cruel AQivity of ſuch an - 
Agent, when he was taken off by Grace, 
And the Intereſt of Chriſt had the Adyantage 
of a Diligence i in its Favour, proportionablc 
to what he had uſed before in doing Miſ- 
chief. 


* 


They are ſenſible how much Grace went 

to their Recovery, how much was forgiven 
them, how much they are thereby obliged ; 
for, to whey much is forgiven,they love much, 
ag our Lord laid of a notorious Convert. She 
anointed 
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anointed him with Oyl, bowed down to his 
Feet, that ſhe might bathe them with her 
Tears; ſhe poured out her Heart at her Eyes, 
while ſhe wept over them; ſhe kiſſed them, 9 
and anointed them, wiped them with the | 
Fair of her Head, Luke 7. 47. and there ſhe |! 
could as willingly have poured out her Life 
and Blood. He could hardly get Water for 
his Feet of Simon, but he was a Phariſce, and 
thought himſelf no very great Sinner. While 
the poor Woman's Love was extreamly ten- 
dei officious, and over flowing: Seeſt thou 
thie Woman, (ſays Chriſt) thou gaveſt me no 
Water for my Feet, but ſhe hath waſhed my 
Feet with her Tears, and wiped them with 
the Hairs of her Head, &c. The Reaſon of 
this different Carriage he cxplains in the after 
Parable, of which this is the Sum, That to 
whom much is forgiven,theylove much. Hence 
thoſe fervent Prayers, that Activity and Di- 
ligence, thoſe warm Affections, that ready 
Self. denial, that exemplary Piety, all which 
ſhine forth in ſome notorious Converts, who 
think they can never do enough for him, 
who has done and ſuffered, who has given 
and forgiven ſo much to them. 
g 4- In ſuch notorious Converts the Graces | 
of Santtification do ſhow themſelves, aud 
appear with ſingular Advantage and Luſire. 
Begin at Jeruſalem, and if any of thoſe 
- obſtinate Sinners there ſhall be ſoftened, melt- 
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ed, and converted to me, it will appear to 
be the Grace of God indeed. Begin, not at 
 , Athens, among Philoſophers ; but at Fer«- 
. falem, among the worſt of Sinners: Whoſe 
- Reformation, Virtue and Goodneſs can be 
' imputed to nothing elſe but the Grace of God. 
When a Perſon of good Education and ſome 
Morals, one that paſſes for a good ſort of a 
Man among his Neighbours, is converted, the 
Change is not ſo viſible, the Tranſition is not 
ſo diſcernible, neither to themſelves nor o- 
thers. For this Reaſon it is, that the Time 
and Circumſtances of Converſion are ſeldom 
remembred by ſuch, as the brigheſt Line 
does not ſhow it ſelf upon a light Wall. 
But when the Grace of God lays hold of an 
immoral Man, a Perſon notoriouſly wicked, 
every one ſecs the new Creature, the Alte- 
ration is plain; all behold it, and ſay, He is 
a new Man, he is become quite another 
thing; the Athiopian Skin is changed, and 
the Leopard Spots are removed, and the 
WMWolf is turned into a Lamb. When they 
can ſay of one tliat neglected all Duty, Be- 
Hold he prays; of a Perſecutor, that, He 
preacheth the Faith that he once deſtroyed : 
When they ſee a Magdalen, whoſe > cook 
Character and Life was as wretched, as if ſhe 
had been poſleſs'd with ſeven Devils; ifthey 
- ſee ſuchan one at the Fect of Jeſus; a cove- 


tous Zacheus, who never thought that he 
54 8 U had 
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had enough, not only refund his unjuſt Ex- 
tortions, but giving Half his Goods to the 


Poor: When they ſee the Drunkard no 


more filled with Wine, wherem is Exceſs, 


but filled with the Spirit; the Voluptuous 
become ſelf-denying ; the Paſſionate and Re- 
. vengeful, meek and patient; the Proud, 
humble and lowly : This ſhows the Grace of 
God to the greateſt Advantage and Set-off; 
. when the Divine Pencil lays ſuch bright Co- 
lours and lovely Features upon ſo black a 


Ground. | | Ty 
F 5. The Converſion of ſuch notorious Sin- 


ners will leave all thoſe who continue ob- 
ſtinate and impenitent, without Excuſe. 


Who can ſay after this, that. the Mercy of 


God was not great enough to forgive his Sin, 
or the Grace of God not ſtrong enough, to ³ 


overcome his Corruptions, when this Mercy 


and Grace is offered to the vileſt of Sinners, 


even in the firſt Place. FI had not come, 


and ſpoke. 10 them, they had no Sin, (in 
- Compariſon) but now they have no Cloak 
for their Sin. Did I not tell thee, that I 


was able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come unto God by me; and to give Proof of 


2 ordered my Goſpel: to gi t Feruſa: 


— The | Sinner that ſhall ſtand at the Bab | 1 
God, with Guilt in his Looks, Trembling in 
uss Joints, and Convulſions in his Conſcience. 
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Fearful Apprehenſions ! Can he deny his 
Guilt ? No, the Eye of the Judge, like a 
Flame of Fire, ſhoots into the Heart and 
"Conſcience Light and Pain, Conviction and 
Anguiſh, at the ſame Time: Such Light and 
Conviction, that makes the old Records there 
legible again, which time ſeemed to have de- 
voured. Can he form Excuſes? What can 
Deſpair and Unbelieſ ſay, for having kept a 
Sinner from Chriſt and Heaven? Ah Lord! 
I thought my ſelf too great a Sinner to be 
pardoned; that is, (Chriſt may reply) you 
thought I was 4 Liar, when Itold you, All 
manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhould be 


forgiven unto Men; when I told you, that, 
. The Blood of Jeſus cleanſes from. all Sin. 


Lock then upon Adam, that deſtroyed a 

World, Manaſſeh, Rahab, Magdalene, Aa- 
chbeus, Paul, and eipecially on thoſe Jeruſa- 
tem Sinners, who laid hold of Eternal Life, 
with Hands ſtained with my on Blood. But 


I thought it would have been time enough 


a 4*Death-bed." ** Zut by my order- 
ing them to Begin at Feruſalem, I let all 
the World know, that no time was ever to 
be loſt. I thought I could have pleaded = 
-what. I baue often put off others witb, 
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to thy ſelf? Upon this Reaſoning there was 
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$ no need of Beginning any where: Why 
a muſt ſecret things, that belong to God, be 
d your Rule, in Neglect of the plain revealed 
d things, that belong to you and your Chil- 
d dren ; when I never made them a Rule for 
e your Conduct, nor would you ever do it in 
any other Caſe of Value? You never would 
n venture your Life, Health, or Limbs, upon 

a ſuch a Notion of my Decrees, which hows 
! the Hypocriſy of ſuch a Pretence: You never 
e ſaid with your ſelf, If 1 am decreed to eſcape, 
u I ſhall eſcape, and fo refuſed to avoid a wild 
2 Beaſt, or the Mouth of a Cannon. If Iam 
e "decreed to be preſerved, I ſhall be preſerved, 
Pp and ſo let the Fire burn, that had kindledup- 
z. on your Houſe; and why the End, Salvati- 
a on, ſhould be expetted mercly from a De- 
7 cree, without the Means, Repentance, and 
Z Faith, and Holineſs, when you always joined 
* them together in other Caſes, is only becauſe 
98 in this Caſe you did not like the Means. 
3 And by the very Decrees you plead, I have 
r- ordained, that ſuch ſhall never obtain this 
" End, who diſlike the Means; who negle& _ 
oO that Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 
W © fee the Lord. But, O Lord, I had heard 
bh, a great deal of thy Mercy, even to thy Mar. 
2 derers, and 1 thought might have 

n- ed upon ig. To Which Chriſt may ally 
g anſwer, Such Mercy as ydu depended upon was 
as never heard of in my Goſpel, was a pure 
1 Invention 
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of your own and the Devil's; and as for Je- 
ruſalem, Repentance always went along with 
that Commiſſion, that carry'd them the For- 
givengly of Sins, 


To what has been ſaid, for the Practical 
Improycment of this Behaviour of our Lord, 
we may add the following Remarks. 

1. The Grace of God always prevents 
us, and begins with us. 

Begin at Feruſalem, or Feruſalem would 
have been long enough before they would 
haye ſought after him 3 He prevents us with 
the Bleſſings of his Goodneſs. The Good 
Shepherd goes after the loſt Sheep: For he 
came to ſeek. in order to ſave that which was 
loſt. While the Prodigal was a great way off, 
the Father runs to meet him, ſo little Reaſon 
js there to fear he will run from us, when 
we come to him. 

2. This 2s firong Conſolation againſt any 
Temptations. to eſparr, that ariſe from 
the Thought of your being the greateſt of 
Sinners. 

What could our Lord do more to en- 
courage you to hope? And what can you 
do ſo unſuitable to all this, as to throw it 
up, in diſtruſt of him? Is it poſſible for all 
the Powers of Darkneſs, to form a Cloud 
ſo Gloomy, as this will not dart ſome Light 
| and Sannort through? Open thy Soul pr 
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Sin, and all manner of Sin and B 
| ſhall be ſorgyoen unto Men.----But you have 
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this Aſſurance, it's a Beam from the Face of 


thy Redeemer, 0 give Light to them that 


fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death. Look upon Feriiſalem City, and 


tell the Devil he lies, the next time he ſays 
there is 20 Hope. 

But he urges, I am a vile Sinner. True, 
yet this Text ſtands betwixt me and Damna- 
tion, between me and Deſpair. But I am 
the Chicf of Sinners.----Agreed, make me 
as black to my own Conſcience as poſſible, 
it ſhall only ſerve to raiſe my Admitation of 
the Free Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
drive me the ſurer to him, who came into 
the World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am 
Chief. But thy Sin is ſuch it can't be for- 
given. -That's a Lie of the Devil; for the 
Blood of Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all 


ſphemy 


ſinned the Jin againſt the Holy Ghoſt.----If 
ſo, You were too ſure of me to give me all 


this Diſturbance ; when the ſtrong Man 


keeps the Palace, all is in Peace; no Work- 


ings of the Good Spirit, no Diſturbance 


from the Evil One: My Concern about 
my Soul, and your Oppoſition, are things 
that are inconſiſtent with that Sin you would 
perſwade me I have committed. I will not 
let go my Hope, ſince he wants nothing be- 


longing to a compleat Saviour, and I want 
- nothing but What I may receive from him, 


E 3. Theſe 
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3. Theſe things concludeas ſtrongly again 
Prefimption is the other E ——_ ne i 
Look over all the Inſtances here mention 
ed, and ſee, if any of them were ſaved with- 
out Faith and Repentance. Will you ſay, 
St. Paul, Mary Magdalene, and the Feruſa- 
tem Sinners, were ſaved by Chriſt, upon 
their Faith and Repentance, and New Obe- 
dience 3 therefore I ſhall be ſaved by this 
Mercy, without theſe > They were ſaved 
from their Sins, therefore I ſhall be ſaved in 


them. This is a Preſumption upon a ſort of 


Grace, that the Bible no where promiſes, 
and that never ſaved any one Soul yet, nor 
ever will. Beſides, were not thoſe who, re- 
mained impenitent, afterwards deſtroy'd for 
all this? Properly, none ought to deſpair of 
the Mercy of Chriſt, but thoſe who thus 
preſume upon it, by expecting the Benefit of 
it, in a Way it ſhall never be beſtow'd. The 
_ eſtabliſh'd Order of Salvation is Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins, we are ſaved by 
Grace through the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
and the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; out 
'of this Method, all the Merit — Chriſt, and 
the Mercy of God will not ſave me. Twas 
Mercy and Grace brought forth this Method, 
Wiſdom and Juſtice approv'd it; Can the 
"fame Mercy and Grace annul it? Can Truth 
and Holineſs ever leave it? In this Method 

| the worlt of Sins ſhall not be my Ruin ; 


b ut 
= — ; 
* 
4 
* 1 O 
LY _ 


LY 
- 


Heaven or Earth, provided in the Room of 


- according to this Commiſhon, were after- 
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but out of it, all the Grace in Heaven can't 
prevent it, becauſe, properly ſpeaking, there 
is no ſuch Grace in Heaven, nor any where 
elſe, but in the vain. Imagination of thoſe, 
who love their Sins too well, to part with 
them, even for Eternal Life. 

The Offer of Salvation, is, indeed, amaz- 
ing Grace; but Mercy merely offer'd ſaves 
no Man, without Acceptance of the Grace, 
and Compliance with the Method of Salva- 
tion. "Tis #0 as many as receibd Him, that 
Power is given to become the Sons of God, 
What's included in this Acceptance of Mer- 
cy; How the Grace of God works it in us, 
what we can do, or cannot do in it, - belongs 
not to me at preſent to enquire ? But the ab- 
{olute Neceſſity of the Thing it ſelf, is what 
appears from this Text, againſt all Preſump- 
tion whatſoever ; becauſe, there is nothing in 


Faith and Holineſs, nor can any one ſtand 
forth and ſay, that the Grace of the Goſpel | 
has made Proviſion of any Thing, either in iff 
God, Chriſt, or the Spirit of God, to ſtand 
inthe Room of Faith and Holineſs; for with- 
out Faith I have no Part in God nor Chriſt. 
And further, becauſe, theſe Sinners of Je- 
ruſalem, who did not repent and believe, 


Wards, notwithſtanding the Grace of the Of- 


E 2 menſe 


4 8 \ 4816 £5 
SI) b : x q { Y A 4 6 1 „ 
„ + So 5 — rr 3 J 3 n 
6 6 y \ p l \ : - - N 


36 The Temper of Js0s, 
menſe Goodneſs of this Offer forbids alt 
Deſpair, and yet at the ſame Time, doubles - 
the Damnation of ſuch as dare ſinfully pre- 
ſume upon it on the one hand, or refuſe 
it on the other. 

4. This is a Warrant, and Obligation 
upon Miniſters, to offer Salvation to the 
worſt of Sinners. 

They were to go into the City, and 
preach Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
to whomſoever they had met. If they had 
met the falſe Witneſſes, that witneſſed againſt 
him; if they had met thoſe that cry'd out, 
Crucifie, Crucifie him, They muſt have 
preach d this ſame Crucified Jeſus to them 
all. 

The original Commiſſions are the Model 
of all our After-preaching, and by compar- 
ing them together, they deliver the two 
great Ends of Preaching ; one is the Con- 
Verſion of Sinners, Let Repentance and 
_Remiſſion of Sins be preached unto all Na- 
tions; the other, the Ediſcation of Saints, 
teaching them to do, ubatſocuer I have 
commanded ; this is the whole Counſel of 
God. You therefore, who are Chriſtians, 
ſhould not think much of the Time and 

Pains laid out ſometimes upon Sinners, in 
thoſe Things, both of Knowledge and Pra- 
- Qtice, which, it may be, you are already 
Very well acquainted with, There was a 
igel Time 
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Time when you needed the ſame Things to 


be laid before you; others then ſat by, and 
heard thoſe Things that prov'd your Con- 
verſion, though they were acquainted with 
them, and had heard them many Times 
before 2. 

They forget this, who give Way to ſuch 
a Nicety in Hearing, as creates an Indiffe- 
rence, if not Uneaſineſs, under the plain 
and neceſſary Addreſſes to thoſe, who are 
yet in their Sins, and to People of a lower 
Claſs, Some are all for a Word of Know- 
ledge, and are ready to deſpiſe what is not 
Deep, Reſearched, and Peculiar We knew 
all this before----As if, affecting the Mind, 
impreſſing the Conſcience, with a more re- 
ligious Senſe of Truths that are very well 
known, and repeating thereupon the ſame 
Acts of Worſhip to God, which they are 
in their Nature apt to produce, were no Part 


of our Religion , when indeed, it's the very * 


beſt Part, and that, to which all Knowledge 
is no further excellent, than as it is ſubſer- 
vient. Others are all for a Word of Aﬀe- 
ction, and that which does not elevate, ſur- 
prize, and powerfully move the Paſſions, is 
with them, on the other hand, but a dull 
Story; forgetting, that our Buſi neſs is not 
only to raiſe the Affections, but to inform 
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the Judgment that you may grow in all 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding. In ſhort, We 
ſhould have but few Converſions, and the 
greateſt Part of the World would die in their 
Sins, if you were never to hear any thing 
that you knew before. And on the other 
ſide, if we were always /aying again the 
Foundations, there would be but few built 
up in their moſt Holy Faith; it remains, 
that we endeavour as we can, to approve 
our ſelves ſuch wiſe Stewards, as to give 
every one their Portion in due Seaſon ; that 
while the ſtrong Men muſt have their Meat, 
the Babes in Chriſt may not want the ſincere 
Milk of the Word, that they may grow 
thereby ; remembering always,that it is more 
to our Purpoſe, to convert one Soul, than 
merely to entertain a Thouſand. 
5. The infinite Sufficiency of the Merits 
of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings is ſeen 
in this Offer. 
The Ancients uſed to ſay, If you would 
ſee the Trinity, you muſt go to Jordan; 
here the Son was baptized in the River, the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon him, and the 
Father's Voice was heard, Saying, This 10 
m Beloved Son. I may ſay, if you would 
ſee the infinite Sufficiency of the Merits of 
Chriſt, and the exceeding Riches of his Grace, 
you muſt go to Feruſalem, and ſee, to what 
- Sort of -People he does in the firſt Place 


ey open 
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open the Treaſures of Mercy. The unſearch- 
able Riches of Chriſt, Unſearchable indeed, 
ſince Feruſalem's Sins could not exhauſt 
them; Be it known unto 5 Men and 
Bret hren, that through this Man is preach'd 
unto TOU, FORGIVENESS OF INS, 
and by him, all that believe, are juſtified, 
from all things, from which they could not 
be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. 

6. He that could thus . Hin in its 
full Strength, Sin at the Height, and in 
the worſt of Characters, can eaſily do it, 
where it is in part already mortifyd and 
ſubdu d. | 

If Sinners of ſuch a Rank and Size are 
ſanctified and ſav'd, will He not carry on the 
Work in a weak Chriſtian ? He who was 
able thus to ſeize and recover the ſturdy Of- 
fender, that can thus conquer Sin in its full 
Strength and Vigour, cannot He ſubdue it, 

| when it is half dead and mortify'd? He 

| that can raiſe from the Dead, can ſurely 
continue Life where it is begun. Itisa 
Comfort to a weak and trembling Chriſtian 
to ſee what Chriſt has done for the moſt 
wickedand hardened Sinners ; for he that can 
thus turn a Wolf into a Lamb, can ſurely 
rg the Lamb from the Devourer. 

7. {ref eruſalem is the Mother-Church of all 
Churches, the Mother of us all, 
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| There, the Goſpel began; thence it had 
its Riſe and Spring. As at e Antioch the 
| Chriſtian Name, ſo at Zeruſalem the Chri- 
| _ ftian Church, firſt began. How proud had 
Rome been, if cither of theſe had been 
done at that City? If Chriſt had ſaid, Let 
Repentance and Remiſlion of Sins be 
preach'd to all Nations, in my Name, Be- 
ginning at Rome; or if it had been ſaid, 
the Diſciples were firſt called Chriſtians at 
Rome? They would immediately have cry'd 
* out Mother Church. They would have 
made a mighty Noiſe about Beginning at 
Rome, &c. This would have been Demon- 
ſtration for their ſham Supremacy over all 
Churches. But as truly as Eve was the Mo- 
ther of all Living, Feruſalem appears to be 
| _ the Mother of all Churches. There, Peter 
| _ preach'd his firſt Sermon; there, he made 
his firſt Converts, and founded the fir/? 
Church, that is, the firſt Congregation of 
faithful People. And this is what even they, 
who compliment Rome with this affected Su- 
premacy, are themſelves forced to acknow- 
ledge®, and we too, are willing enough to 
allow her the Title of Mother, in ſuch Senſe 
as the Scripture has done it before us, that is 
to ſay, the Mother of Harlots, and Abo- 
minations of the Earth b. 
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8. This obliges all that have obtained 
this Grace, to be of a like merciful and 
forgiving Spirit. 1 1 

To be implacable is to be like a Devil; 


to be a Chriſtian is to be like this Jeſus, who, 


upon a Croſs, pray d for his Enemies; Father 
forgive them. Like this Jeſus, who, after his 
Reſurrection, courted theſe Murderers into 
the Salvation purchaſed by his Death and 
Blood; who gladly beſtow d it upon all that 
would accept it, and waited forty Years up- 
on the reſt, that they might have Time and 
Space to repent. This Feu is the Head, the 
Author, and Pattern of our Religion; and 
this Religion is certainly like Himſelf, a 
Religion that inſpires this Godlike Tempet - 
of Mind; a Temper particularly choſen out 
to ſhow the Child of God, in one of the 
moſt genuin Features of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther. But I ſay unto you, love your Ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 


them that hate you, and pray for them that 


deſpitefully uſe-you, and perſecute you, that 
you may (appear to) be the Children of 
your Heavenly Father. 

If Chriſtianity does ſo much conſiſt in a 
Diſpoſition to treat even our very Enemies 
thus; if Chriſt has enjoined this Temper of 
Mind upon all his Followers, as a Mark of 
his True Religion, and of its genuin Profeſ- 


ſors: if the very Eſſence and Beauty of this 
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Religion lies in having the ſame Mind in us 


That was in Chriſt Feſus ; and in ſome Con- 
formity to that moſt lovely Perſon, whoſe 
Zeal for God's Houſe eat up himſelf indeed, 
but did not devour thoſe about him: If it 
does ſo much conſiſt in an Imitation of that 
exccllent Perſon, who is Goodneſs and Bene- 
volence it ſelf: If, I fay, this be the Spirit 
of our Religion, and of its Author, Jesvs, 
even towards Enemies themſelves ; tell us, 
O ye Severe, ye Rigid, of all Complexions 
and Parties, tell us, How muſt Brethren be 
treated? How muſt thoſe, who are weak in 
the Faith, be received? Who though per- 
haps miſtaken in differing from us, yet are 
not thereſore Enemies; are not viler for mi- 
ſtaking the Mind of Chriſt, than Jeruſa- 
lem Sinners for killing the Perſon, Will it 
pleaſe him, who has forgiven thee, and them, 
10 many Talents, to ſee thee take thy Bro- 
ther by the Throat for a few Pence; and they 
too not borrowed by him, but impos d upon 
him by thee? Will perpetual worrying of thy 
Brother ſuit the Temper of that Jeſus, who 


was no ſooner got down from the Croſs, in 


a manner, but contrives how to ſave them 
that naile&him-to.it? One would imagine 
thoſe Scriptures never had a Place in our Bi- 
ble, that command us. to bear one another's 


Burdens, inſtead of laying new ones on, 
and ſo to fulfil the Law of Chriſt; that 
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we ſhould be kind! ly affeftionate one t0:w rds 
another, and forgive one another, even. as 
God for Chriſt Sake has forgiven us. 

Bigots there may be, and 5 been, of all 


Perſwaſions ; but an implacable, irreconcila - 


ble, cruel Chriſtian, is of the ſame Figure 
of Speech as a godly Adulterer, a religious 
Drunkard, or devout Murderer. A Religi- 
on that inſpires Cruelty and Revenge; that 
is ſo far from forgiving Injuries, that it mul- 
tiplies them upon ſuch as deſire to injure no 
body; that can allow its Votarics to contrive, 
as near as poſſible, the Miſery of poor Peo- 
ple in this World, or their Damnation in 
the next; as they do undeniably, who firſt 
tempt a poor Creature to ſhipwreck his Con- 
ſcience, and then damage him for not doing 


it ; firſt tempt a Man to be an Hypocrite, 
and next puniſh him for not being ſo: 1 ſay, 
a Religion of this Complexion needs no 
| ſtronger Confutation, nor can be better prov'd 
to be none of his, than to be compar'd with 
this Temper and Spirit, ' with this Carriage 
and Commiſſion of the lovely Jeſus. For, 


O Lord! where didſt thou ever put Fire 
and Sword, Priſons, Halters and Gibbuts 
into thy Commiſſion ? Or, what was ever 
ſcen in thee, that could-look like approving 


of any ſuch Kind of Methods? Haſt thou 
ever laid to thine Apoſtles, Go, Preach the 


| Goſpel, beginning at Feruſalem; and they 
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that won t believe as you bid them, plund- 
cr, impriſon, and ſtarve them. Didſt thou 
ever give thine Apoſtles ſuch Powers? Are 
Men to be forced by Pain into the Belief, 
that this Jeſus was the moſt merciful Being, 
that his Religion was the kindeſt thing in the 
World, and his Miniſters are all Sons of Be- 
nignity and Peace; and if they will not be- 
lieve it, to gall for the Jailor and the Rack to 

rove it. Such a Commiſſion would rather 
be ſuppoſed to come from Appollyon, the 
Deſtroyer, than from Jeſus, the Saviour of 
Mankind; ho came into the World, not 
to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave; to 
make the fore and the Wolf feed together, 
that there might be no more deſtroying nor 
hurting in all thy holy Mountain. 

Think once more, to whom it was this 
Offer was going to be made: They had ſpit 
in his Face, in whoſe Preſence Angels cover 
theirs, raptured with Delight and Joy, and 
have no ſweeter Ecſtacies, than to behold 

his Beauty. They had blindfolded his Eyes, 
hich had ſo often wept over them and 
their Children, and ſo often turned up to his 
Father in Heaven for them; they ſtruck him, 
buffeted, ſcourged him; they mock d him, 
deſpis d him, and exposd him to the moſt 
NN Indignities, that ever attended a 
rown of Thorns, and a diſmal Croſs; he 
forgave it all, to eyery one of them that would 
but x al 1. 
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If the Hiſtory of the World: had ever af- 
forded an Inſtance of a good Prince, whoſe 
Government was moſt rightful, his Admi- 
niſtration according to the beſt Laws, tem- 
per d with Equity and Moderation; his Tem- 
per gentle and mild, moſt affable and con- 
deſcending; one that treated his Subjects as 
any Father could do his Children, laying 
himſelf out intirely for their Benefit and 
Service, ſo that the People could not but 
own, He had done all things well : how 
ſurprizing would it be, to find after all, that 
this good Prince was aſſaſſinated by thoſe 
whom he had moſt obliged * That there 
ſhould be any Beings on this ſide Hell capable 
of ſuch a thing? Well, in the laſt Agonies 
of his Life, — calls ſome Friends about him, 
and ſays to this Purpoſe, IJ am dying of the 
Wound«s they have given me; I had Rea - 
ſon to expect a kinder Return However, 
I forbid all Reyenge upon any of thoſe that 
relent upon it, and before I die, I order 

that there be an Act of Grace forth ith 
* drawn up; and proclaimed for the Pardon 
* of: my Murderers, upon Condition only 
that they be ſenſible of what, they have 
done, that they acknowledge their Fault; 
and to give them Aſſuranee that they 
may depend upon it, I will have it ſub- 
= < ſcribed\; and ſcaled, with ſoma of that: 
e very Blood which they have drawn. Fo ; 
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* ſince I find my (elf dying away, I do com- 
mand with my laſt Breath, that the Heralds 


© who ſhall proclaim this, do ſend the f/f 


. it, to him that gave me the firſt 
Wound, and the Second to him that ſtruck 


© the deepeſt------and ſo gave up the Ghoſt. 
How would all the Annals have rung of ſuch 
an Inſtance as this? What a Noiſe would it 
have made in the World ? His Name would 
have ſtood for the Figure of all Goodneſs. 
Arts and Sciences would have laviſh'd all 
their Treaſures upon the Memory of fo much 
Grace. The Hiſtorian, the Orator, the Poet, 
the Painter, the Statuary would all have em- 

loyed their utmoſt Skill. Nor would they 

ave refrained from raiſing Altars to ſo much 


Divinity incarnate ---- There is a Perſon of 


whom all this is Fact, there is a Name, to 
which all this is due Tis Thine, Oh Fefas, 
that lovely Name, even Jelus, that hath de- 
kruered us from Wrath to come, by dying 
under our Hands, and for our Sakes. 


Here then, with the Apoſtles, let us ſtand, 


and gaze, and wonder, and worſhip, as they 


did, after He had ſaid theſe Things. Things 


ſo Divine call for a ſpecial A& of Adora- 


tion 3 the Whole God ſhone forth in this 
- Goodneſs, His Miracles did not ſpeak Him 


more Divine. Till not execute Bs Fierce- 
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deftroy Jeruſalem, for I am God, and not 
Man; ſuch is the Language of the Deity, 
and ſuch the Language of this Commiſſion. 
 Tesvs! with what a Mind and Frame of 
Soul, didſt thou leave this World, and go 
up to Heaven? And art thou till the ſame? 
Has the higheſt Place in Heaven only en- 

largd thy Power of doing good, according 
to the eſtabliſh'd Oeconomy, and Order of 
Grace? And is that Grace till as Free, as 
Full, as Extenſive, as Sufficient, as when 
firſt offered to Feruſalem f Then I am thy 
Captive; for who can hold out againſt all 
this? Who can deny any thing to it? Hear 
me but in the following Prayer, That 
< ſomePortion of the ſame Spirit, that renders 
© thee ſo lovely, may deſcend upon me, 
© and then I am ſure to be beloved by thee; 
< for if this be thy Carriage towards thine 
© Enemies, what is thy Heart towards them 
© that love thee as their own Souls? Let 
© therefore all thoſe Paſſions and AﬀeRions, 
© that held the Apoſtles in Extaſie of Atten- 
tion, when they beheld at parting the ſweet 
* Majeſty of thy humble Grandeur; when 
© they beheld the Marks of thy late Suffer- 
* ings, and of preſent Authority, of all 
© Power in Heaven and Earth, and of bro- 
* therly Love, at once ſeated in thy Divine 
* Aſpet ; when they beheld the Heavens 
opening, their Lord aſcending, and fol- 
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* lowed thee with Eyes drowned in Love, 


T gat ſtretching, with curious Wonder, into 


< the" Celeſtial Preſence; let theſe ſame Paſ- 


* ſions. and; AtfeRions fo. poſſes my Soul, 


and devote me to thy Self and Service, 
that I ma never give over looking upwards 
in Expectation, till I ſhall behold thee in 
© like manner coming the ſecond fine, with- 
* out Sin unto Salvation. „ 


